
much of the knowledge of the truth within 
the people that constitute the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as will 
sustain them till there is no disposition to 
look after anything else, until they consider 
nothing outside the kingdom of any value, 
they will be in danger of stepping aside and 
doing wrong. What is it that will save us? 
Why, simply knowing that the truth is so 
broad that it fills the infinitude of space 
and embraces all true happiness, glory, im-
mortality, and eternal life—all that man 
will possess when he is associated with the 
redeemed and sanctified.

When we have this understanding and 
these views of the subject, will we ever go 
away from the truth? I say, No, we will 
not. What will we go away for? There is 
no money to be made; there is no blessing 
to be obtained; there is no power or riches 
that can be gained or acquired, or that can 
be hoped for; there is nothing outside of 
the truth.

Does a man get away from the truth by 
apostasy? No; he simply revels in the dark-
ness, with truth all around him: the truth 
pervades the whole country where he may 
dwell and where he may travel; he cannot 
get outside of it. Then what has he done? 
He has closed his eyes and said, “I will not 
see;” and by doing so, what has he effected? 
He has only run around the circle of truth, 
until he is worn out and comes back and 
finds that the truth is still there. When he 
opens his eyes, there is the truth; God is 
there, his influences are there, his Spirit is 
there, his work is there; and he finds that he 
has not gone away from God, neither has he 
gone away from the truth; but he has simply 
closed his eyes and refused to see that light 
and truth which were presented to him.

What has  he got  to do?  He has  
got to take up the truth where he  
thought he had left it, be obedient to

its requirements, live to it, and put it on 
like a garment; he has got to shake off the 
shackles of darkness, and emerge into the 
light and liberty that the Gospel brings.

“Well,” says one, “Where?” Why, in 
that very place where a long time ago you 
closed your eyes against the light and the 
truth. You may apostatize, go away, and 
stay as long as you please; but you must get 
a good deal of money, or you will not have 
enough to get through with. I have never 
seen an individual that could get enough 
that would last him through.

Men may go round the world, and they 
cannot get away from the truth. It is simply 
because we do not understand the Gospel 
as a system of truth that we are subject to 
doubts and fears. If we did understand it in 
that light, we would not be carried away, 
for the best of all reasons, that we would 
not have any inclination to go away from 
the truth. If we love it, do you think we 
will apostatize, or become alienated from 
it? No, never.

Do you see what is requisite to learn, to 
prepare for those dangers to which we are 
liable? Why, it is simply to comprehend 
the truth; and when we do this, what shall 
we see? We shall see that God has a hand 
in all things—that he designs to build up 
his work and to establish it with us, but 
not until there is a sufficiency of the light 
and manifestations of the Spirit of truth in 
us that we could not be separated from it.

All this scenery that we have been pass-
ing through has been preparing us, just as 
the laborer, in taking the rock from the 
mountain, has been preparing it for its 
proper place in the House of God.

Well, what is necessary next? Why,  
you know,  the  s tonemason,  when  
he commenced on the rough ashlar  
that was in the quarry, commenced

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES308

JOD Vol 5-LIVE.indd   308JOD Vol 5-LIVE.indd   308 5/13/20   8:52 PM5/13/20   8:52 PM


