
with heavy tools; and when he had 
knocked off some of the rough corners 
and smoothed down the exterior appear-
ance of the stone, he then used lighter tools 
and continued to use lighter still, until the 
piece under his hand was prepared and 
polished and fit for its place.

Well, what will we have to be when we 
are as smooth as some of the nicely polished 
pieces of stone that will be in the house of 
God? We will have to do a great deal more 
in “Mormonism” than to join the Church 
and make a journey of some ten thousand 
miles. Men have been journeying all the 
time, but very few have journeyed so as 
to be saved in the kingdom of God; and 
what is the reason? Why, in their traveling 
there has been something that has been ne-
glected. Well, if nothing has been neglect-
ed with us, and we are to be removed no 
more, but to become abiding fixtures in the 
kingdom of God, why, then we can see that 
it has been necessary that every evil should 
be drawn out, and that the Spirit of truth 
in every part of our organization should 
become a living pulse that should vibrate 
and reach every individual action and that 
should purify every individual thought, and 
that the fountain of life and thought within 
us might become well purified by its sa-
cred and lifegiving influence, that it might 
purge out from us all that unhallowed leav-
en within us and round about us, and in 
which we find ourselves involved as we pass 
through the journey of life.

We get angry, we get out of humor, 
“out of sorts,” as the printers term it; hence 
we do not have that equanimity of thought 
which it is desirable that we should pos-
sess. Our passions rule us, and we do not  
rule them; the passions, the feelings that 
may be within us, overcome us, and we  
say we did not think anything about it.  
We do not think that we are to con-

trol ourselves, that this is our business 
upon the earth, that we came here to learn 
our Father and the principles which in-
fluence him—to learn how he has put on 
power, and how he has surrounded himself 
with glory and strength, come off victori-
ous, and never become subject to evil.

Well, are we learning it when our pas-
sions are running away with us like a wild, 
untrained team with the carriages that they 
are attached to? “Why,” says one, “we shall 
do as the Spirit dictates us.” There is a say-
ing that I have read somewhere, that says 
the spirit of the prophet should be subject 
to the prophet; hence I infer that I should 
not always prophesy because the spirit of 
prophecy is in me; for the testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, which we 
should have all the time. But although 
we should have the spirit all the time, we 
should only use it when it would be pru-
dent and profitable to do so. It is so with 
all our conduct in life; it is so with all those 
duties that fill up our time and that oc-
cupy our attention in the domestic circle; 
for there is where we should begin to build 
up the kingdom of God—first in ourselves, 
then with our wives, next with our chil-
dren, and then all build up the kingdom of 
God together.

Well, but we have been told that this 
was our sectarian traditions, to think of 
building up the kingdom of God in our 
hearts. But I want to tell you, not because 
you have not heard it before, but because 
it is a thing that you have been told again 
and again; and what is that? To live your 
religion; and to live your religion is to have 
every principle pertaining to the building 
up of the kingdom of God, to its perpe-
tuity and perfection, developed in you;  
and what will be the result? Why, then, 
when you are adjusted in the Temple of 
God and assigned your position, you
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