
we should be firm in our purpose, and not 
only that we should put up our hands or 
raise our voices to high heaven to sustain 
the kingdom, but that we should be pre-
pared with every feeling that is within us 
to devote ourselves to the truth, knowing 
that it is all in all, and that there is nothing 
outside of it that is worth possessing.

Knowing this, then, let us be devoted to 
the truth, not blindly, but because the af-
fections that are within us are chained by 
a knowledge of its excellency above every-
thing that can be possessed—above every 
good that can be attained, and then we 
shall be secure.

Brethren and sisters, if we will cultivate 
this principle and seek to subject ourselves 
to the truth, all things are right around us. 
There can be nothing wrong to the man 
who is swallowed up in the truth—whose 
whole affections are swallowed up in the 
beauty and excellency of that truth which 
he has learned. There is no feeling in him 
to apostatize—there is no room for such a 
feeling, and consequently he will not apos-
tatize.

Such a man would not apostatize at see-
ing the little plans our enemies are form-
ing for our destruction. But when we have 
endured all the sufferings that our enemies 
can bring upon us, let us so live that we 
may come from the battlefield unscathed, 
unharmed, and be victorious; then we shall 
find that the least of the foes over which we 
have triumphed will be the enemies out-
side.

If we can triumph over our feelings, our 
affections, so that our whole souls can be-
come subject to the principles of heaven, 
then we shall easily conquer the other foes. 
These are the things to be conquered; and 
when these are conquered, the others are 
at our feet.

What is continually declared to us

through the mouth of the Presidency of the 
Church? All will be right, if we do right. 
Well, now, how can you neglect these 
things and do right? You cannot. But if we 
do right, what does it do? It saves our backs 
from the rod—it secures to us the protec-
tion of our Father; and if we fail to do right, 
he will do with us as he has been doing. He 
has led us through all the meanderings of 
our course; his hand has been over us all the 
time; and what has been his design? It has 
been his design to develop a people to do 
his own work—to move them until they 
should find the place where his kingdom 
should be built up in strength and in power.

Well, cannot we see it is idle for us to 
gather around us hopes that we can be 
saved and redeemed, or that God will re-
deem and save us any further than the 
principles of truth are developed within us? 
If we do see it, it leaves hope to us and an 
inducement to live better; and if there are 
lesser sins that find place and that still exist 
in the more narrow circles of our life, let 
the work of purification go on until there 
shall not be a faultfinding wife nor a hus-
band that shall exact anything that is not 
right in the circle of his home.

When this is the case, where will wick-
edness find a place to be nestled and nour-
ished? Where there is no evil in the heart, 
there is no evil committed. Let us strive for 
this with all our energies, and let us take 
the word with us to our homes; for the 
way is for us to take this home to ourselves. 
Let this be the case in every home, and the 
work is begun.

Brethren and sisters, may God bless 
you with wisdom, faith, prudence, humil-
ity, and every grace that is necessary to 
strengthen you, that you may take hold of 
this work and carry it home with you! The 
most of it is to be done at home, where 
you wash dishes and attend to the duties of
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