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such a man pursue a course that will

eventually throw him out of the king-

dom? Will he give up those blessings and

those prospects for a little comfort, or for

a little of this world's goods, or to enjoy

the comforts of this life for a season?

Where is there cause to mourn?

Where is there cause for the Saints to

wear long faces? Where is there cause

for weeping or repining ? There is none;

but it is life or death that is set before

us. Principalities and powers are ours, if

we continue faithful; sorrow and banish-

ment, if we disregard the Gospel.

What can we wish for more than is

comprehended in our religion? If we will

stand firm upon the rock, and will follow

the Spirit that has been placed in our bo-

soms, we shall act right in the way of our

duties—we shall act right to those who

are placed over us—we shall act right,

whether in the light or in the dark.

Where is the man that will turn aside

and throw away those prospects that are

embraced in the Gospel which we have

received? In it there is satisfaction, there

is joy, there is stability, there is some-

thing upon which to rest our feet, there

is a sure foundation to build upon, and

upon which to yield that which is re-

quired of us.

When the enemy is near, and when

the stormy clouds arise, and the war

clouds approach, even then we can feel

free and quiet, and be satisfied that all

is right in Israel. It is only for us to

be ready to do our duty, to serve our

President with all our heart, with all

our might, with all our feelings, with all

our property and energies, and with all

things that the Lord has put into our

hands.

Let the power that God has put

into our hands be used; for herein

lies a continued advancement in domin-

ion, in power, and in knowledge. We

should be ready at all times to exer-

cise all the power, means, and influence

we possess in the service of our God,

and resignedly follow out the directions

of our President and those that are ap-

pointed over us.

Let us be like little children, ready

and willing to do as we are commanded

by the powers that we should obey. Let

us be obedient to the voice of truth, and

ever be found in the path of duty; and

there let us continue. Let a man do

this, and he continues to advance; he will

grow in the knowledge of God, and in in-

fluence, and in everything that is good.

We may well be said to be a people of

one mind, for we are the Saints of the

living God. The Saints who are brought

from the nations of the earth—those who

have been gathered together in one, are

the ones who hold the birthright to reign

on the earth.

It is a good thing, brethren, to be

a Saint. We are as children; we have

to pass through the state of infancy, of

childhood, and of youth, before we can

arrive at manhood; and we have to learn

by degrees.

There are some who do not learn

and who do not improve as fast as

they might, because their eyes and their

hearts are not upon God. They do not

reflect, neither do they have that knowl-

edge which they might have: they miss a

good deal which they might receive. We

have got to obtain knowledge before we

obtain permanent happiness; we have

got to be wide awake to the things of God.

Though we may now neglect to im-

prove our time, to brighten up our intel-

lectual faculties, we shall be obliged to

improve them sometime. We have got so

much ground to walk over; and if we fail

to travel today, we shall have so much

more to travel tomorrow. We should try

to learn and understand how we may

best perform our daily duties, and learn

what enjoyment it is our privilege to re-

ceive.


