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We are his Saints, his sons, and his

daughters, and all things are open to

us; the treasures of time and of eter-

nity are ours—everything is ours, if

we will serve our God in faithfulness,

even to the sacrifice of all we possess.

There lies the preparation for happiness

hereafter.

Brethren and sisters, may the Lord

bless you! I ask it in the name of Jesus.

Amen.
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I can say that I have been grati-

fied, edified, and blessed in various ways

since the commencement of our Confer-

ence. I have not been anything but

blessed, that I know of. So far as

our meeting here is concerned, I have

been highly gratified in hearing from our

brethren who have just returned from

abroad. The spirit with which they have

expressed their feelings and delivered

their testimony here is a living evidence

that the cause of God and of truth is

onward—that it is progressive—that it is

increasing in the earth.

When we were young and had but

just commenced to testify of the Gospel,

we could not hear the same testimony

that we hear now: still the Spirit of God

was always good, and the testimony of

the servants of God that were inspired

by it was always good, and the days that

are past were very good days, and the

times past were very good; but today is

a better time than any other that I ever

saw: the circumstances that surround

us today are better than any with which

we have ever been surrounded since we

have been a people.

Our prospects are brighter than

ever they were before; and the clouds

that gather around us, if there are

any, are hardly perceptible, from the in-

creased amount of light that is shining:

they vanish, they disappear in the in-

creasing confidence, faith, intelligence,

and knowledge that exist in the people.

We need not question this, if we but

for a moment contemplate the quietude,

the harmony, and the peace that per-

vade the homes of the Saints—the place

where they dwell. There is no excitement

such as is generally attendant upon an

expected war; but it seems the time ap-

proaches nearer that was to effect the es-

tablishing a line of division between the

kingdom of God and the kingdoms of this

world—that there has been a full and

corresponding increase of confidence on

the part of the people in relation to the

truth they had embraced; so that I can

hardly see or determine, from anything

that has outwardly taken place, that

there is anything that has happened, ex-

cept it is their progress in the truth and

their advancement in knowledge.

Nobody seems to be alarmed; all

seem to feel confident that the contest


