WISDOM GAINED BY EXPERIENCE, ETC.

fetters under which they are now labor-
ing may be broken—while we are do-
ing this, on the other hand our enemies
are scheming for the destruction of these
righteous principles, for the purpose of
binding the yoke more strongly upon our
neck—of destroying those pure and holy
principles that have been revealed for
the salvation of the honest in heart—
principles that are calculated to exalt, to
happify, and glorify.

Such principles have been revealed—
such principles have been restored—
such principles have been held forth by
the Elders among the nations as you
heard yesterday. For these principles
this people have been driven several
times; they have forsaken their homes;
they have forsaken their enjoyments
and the privileges they might have had
among the nations; and they would now
willingly burn up their dwellings, if they
were so commanded. We understand,
from the feelings of our bosoms, and
we find, as a general thing, that the
people are willing to continue their ef-
forts for the promotion of these princi-
ples, that they may still remain upon
the earth, and that the honest in heart
may be delivered. For the dissemina-
tion and final triumph of these holy prin-
ciples, all that is required on our part
is to sustain and support them, so far
as the God of heaven shall lead us by
his Holy Spirit. Where the Lord plants
us there we are to stand: when he re-
quires us to exert ourselves for the sup-
port of these holy principles, that we are
to do; that is all we need to trouble our-
selves about; the rest our Heavenly Fa-
ther will take care of. But it need not
surprise us that difficulties and storms
arise—that we see hurricanes playing
about us—that we see war clouds gather
thick and fast about us; this need not
be surprising. Where there is no trial
there can be no deliverance; where
there is no temptation the power of

323

God cannot be made manifest to any
great extent.

You, brethren, that have been bap-
tized for the remission of your sins, re-
ceive the laying on of hands for the gift
of the Holy Ghost, and the Holy Ghost
has been poured out upon you, did you
not have to make your sacrifice? Did you
not have to give up some things you had
formerly held dear to you? Did you not
have to come to this place that you might
receive the blessings of God? And after
you had done all this, did you not re-
ceive what you had anticipated and been
promised?

Take the children of Israel from the
days when they were called from Egyp-
tian bondage, and take ourselves from
the day we were organized through
brother Joseph as the kingdom of God
upon the earth; you will see that in every
instance his power and deliverance were
manifest to a greater extent than we
could have anticipated. Take it individ-
ually or take it collectively, we have suf-
fered and we shall have to suffer again;
and why? Because the Lord requires it
at our hands for our sanctification.

In the days of brother Joseph the
mob came and took individuals: brother
Joseph suffered them to take him; he
suffered them to take possession of the
brethren's houses—to come in and shake
hands with him, as traitors; and in every
instance, they sacrificed every principle
of virtue, of honor, and purity.

This course of conduct continued
year after year. We suffered them
to come upon us in Jackson County,
and they there sacrificed every prin-
ciple of virtue and righteousness. In
Nauvoo, also, the devils incarnate were
there again laying their hellish plots
for the destruction of every holy prin-
ciple; and after the death of Joseph
the Prophet, President B. Young and
others of the servants of God swore
that if their enemies laid their hands



