326

the sling of David put to death the Goliath
of the Philistines; and so it will be in the
deliverance of Zion. If the brethren go
forth depending upon their physical
arms, they cannot do much; but if they
go forth depending upon the Spirit of the
Almighty, I can assure you that the con-
quest will be as glorious as in the day when
we went forth to preach the Gospel under
those circumstances which I have named. I
just know it, for it is God’s work.

Women will find that they hold a good
deal of power and influence in relation to
blessing their husbands; therefore, let your
faith and your hearts be united together,
and pray for your husbands and for your
children, whose fathers have gone forth to
fight the battles of Zion. Children, pray for
your fathers, and that will cheer them up.
But if a man looks back and sees that there
is nothing but confusion and disorder in
his family, he is apt to slacken his efforts;
his heart gives way; he has not the power
nor the hardihood that he would otherwise
have, providing that he knew that all was
peace—that all was right at his home.

Think of this, you sisters. I tell you a
great deal depends upon your conduct. I
presume there are persons with families,
who, if called to go out to fight, would
pray God that they might never return
again. This should not be.

Brethren, be united; pray for
brother Brigham, for brother Heber, for
brother Daniel, and the brethren with
him in the mountains; and the enemy
can never—no, never get possession of
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them. It is for you and me—yea, even if it
costs our life’s blood, to defend those men.
If you or me saw a weapon presented at
President Young, it is our business to step
in and save his life, if it costs our own; and
you will see the day when you will under-
stand this; you will see the day when you
will be ready to stand in the gap.

Now, if I saw a sword drawn, would I
not lift my hand to prevent its injuring the
Prophet of God? Yes, if it was at the risk
of taking off my hand. This is right; and if
this people are willing to sacrifice all for the
purpose of preventing our enemies com-
ing in here, they never will come into our
midst. We are willing and ready to burn
everything, and then we are in a right posi-
tion; and I believe this is the general feel-
ing, and this indicates to me that the Lord
is on our side.

Some people are not sufficiently
schooled to know how to make sacrifices.
When we are satisfied of the course the en-
emy will take, that will be enough; we shall
then know what to do.

The Lord bless you, brethren and sis-
ters! Be willing to follow counsel—the
counsel of President Young, also of your
Bishops, and then all is well. Zion stands
and prospers, and it will not be long be-
fore the enemy will melt away as before the
morning sun. Zion will spread and increase
until she holds dominion over all the na-
tions of the earth.

The Lord bless you all forever, is my
prayer. Amen.

5/13/20 8:52 PM



