TESTIMONY OF THE SPIRIT, ETC.

are in the mountains; but your prayers
cannot prevail if there is disunion among
you.

The teachings given us from Sabbath
to Sabbath must be learned and lived be-
fore we can enjoy the kingdom of God in
its fulness.

I am thankful that I do not hear,
of late, since the Spirit has been gen-
erally diffused among the people, "O
Lord, give revelation through brother
Brigham." I wish to fulfil what we have
received before I ask for more. I said
to brother Joseph, the spring before he
was killed, "You are laying out work for
twenty years." He replied, "You have as
yet scarcely began to work; but I will set
you enough to last you during your lives,
for I am going to rest." All I can do or
ask now is to do the work, so that it will
be right and acceptable to him when he
comes here again. And that is not all;
for you have or should have the candle of
the Lord continually burning within you.
Then I ask you if you still need revela-
tion? You will say, "Yes, just as much as
we need a candle to enable us to see to
walk in our streets at noonday." A per-
son that is filled with the Spirit knows
just as much as he has occasion to know;
for the Spirit of our God is a Spirit of rev-
elation.

The time has arrived when we have
either to be trodden under foot by our
enemies and die, or to defend ourselves
and our rights; and which will it be? Ev-
ery man and woman feel their hearts
fail them when they think of submitting
to the oppression and unlawful abomi-
nations practiced by our enemies, and
sought by them to be introduced into
our society; and we will not submit to
such wicked and unlawful treatment,
whether it comes from United States or
united hell, for the terms are synony-
mous as the Government is now con-
ducted. I tell you and I tell our enemies
that we are here, and we intend to stay
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here. [The congregation responded,
"Amen."] They have a job on hand, if they
persist in their efforts to deprive Ameri-
can citizens of their rights. I told Cap-
tain Van Vliet that I did not care how
many troops they sent. "Why," said he,
"The United States, with an overflow-
ing treasury, can send out ten, twenty,
or fifty thousand troops." I replied, "I do
not care anything about that." The Cap-
tain then asked whether I had counted
the cost; and I said, "Yes, for this people.
I have; but I cannot estimate it for the
United States; for if they actually persist
in their present tyrannical course, before
they get through they will want to let the
job to subcontractors." They do not know
the Captain of the armies of Israel; and
although they profess to believe in him,
they do not realize that he is about to
hold a controversy with them for their in-
iquity.

Their belief reminds me what brother
Joseph B. Nobles once told a Methodist
priest, after hearing him describe his
god, that the god they worshipped was
the "Mormons" Devil—a being without a
body, whereas our God has a body, parts,
and passions. The Devil was cursed and
sent down from heaven. He has no body
of his own; therefore he is constantly
endeavoring to obtain possession of the
tabernacles belonging to others. Some
have grumbled because I believe our God
to be so near to us as Father Adam.
There are many who know that doctrine
to be true. Where was Michael in the
creation of this earth? Did he have a
mission to the earth? He did. Where
was he? In the Grand Council, and per-
formed the mission assigned him there.
Now, if it should happen that we have
to pay tribute to Father Adam, what a
humiliating circumstance it would be!
Just wait till you pass Joseph Smith;
and after Joseph lets you pass him,
you will find Peter; and after you pass



