
our cattle, and plunder and burn our hous-
es, as they did in Missouri.

When the mob in Missouri commenced 
burning our habitations, we frequently 
sent to the Governor, petitioning him to 
stop mobbings; but, instead of doing that, 
he rendered them assistance, by ordering 
about 3,500 men to go and lay waste the 
city of Far West, and destroy men, women, 
and children. Those orders General Clark 
had, though at their close the Governor 
said to him, “I shall leave it discretionary 
with you whether you kill all the Mormons 
or not.” We saw them coming, and some 
thought they were sent to disperse the 
mob, in answer to our petition; but the 
mob were expecting them and seemed to 
understand the movement.

The first act that I saw General Clark’s 
army perform was to throw down about half 
a mile of fence that opened into a six hun-
dred acre field of corn. The mob mingled 
with the army, and they rode and drove their 
animals into and through that cornfield. At 
night, they took the rails and burned them 
for firewood, and let their horses run loose 
in the field. That I saw and knew; hence I 
was just asking father Morley whether he 
thought our enemies could now ride into the 
cornfields of the “Mormons.” He said that 
he thought they could not. This blessing 
makes me say, Hallelujah to God.

It is pretty hard for us to come here 
with nothing; and we have come as near 
coming here with nothing as the Lord did 
to creating the heavens and the earth out 
of nothing; and I have frequently thought 
a little higher. I do not think that he was 
under the necessity of borrowing; but I 
was. I believe that the Lord has material 
enough to build all he wants; but I had 
almost nothing. Some of us worked in the 
Temple in Nauvoo until about five days 
before we left, which gave us but little

opportunity for outfitting, though many 
were crossing the river before that time.

If I remembered rightly, I then owned 
one span of horses and a buggy that broth-
er Daniel Spencer gave me. I traded for 
wagons, other things that I needed, and 
for an old horse. I then had three horses 
and three wagons. I bought, and borrowed, 
and traded, and got the brethren to help 
me out; and a good many others borrowed 
on my credit. Suffice it to say, we left our 
houses and lands and thousands and thou-
sands of bushels of grain.

This year has made me think of the sea-
son that we were obliged to leave Nauvoo. 
That was one of the most productive sea-
sons ever known in the State of Illinois. It 
has been asked me by some of the breth-
ren, “Do you think we shall have to leave 
our fine crops? The earth seems to be load-
ed as well as it was in Nauvoo.” We have 
not got to leave; we shall not be obliged 
to leave our crops and our houses to our 
enemies: we can sustain ourselves. It makes 
me rejoice that we are now in a situation 
that, if this people will live as they should 
live, they will no more have to be driven 
as we have been hitherto. Should we ever 
be obliged to leave our houses, the decree 
of my heart is that there shall naught be 
left for our enemies but the ashes of all 
that will burn. [The congregation re-
sponded, “Amen.”] They shall not have 
my house nor my furniture, as they have 
had hitherto.

That privilege gives me joy and comfort; 
and I will now say to those who are not ac-
quainted with such scenes (for many of you 
are not), that if you see the time that you are 
obliged to lay waste and leave your homes, 
you will say, right in the time, and afterwards, 
that you never felt so well in your lives; for the 
Spirit and power of God will rest upon you 
in proportion to the necessity of the case. I
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