PRESENT AND FORMER PERSECUTIONS, ETC.

entirely dependent upon him. I wonder
that the Colonel had not a young officer
to send with him.

The boys report their order of march
to be the 10th Infantry in front, the bag-
gage in the center, the 5th Infantry in
the rear, and several flanking companies
traveling through the brush as best they
can. Don't you think they would look
well coming from the United States in
that way? That is the way in which they
were traveling at our last advices, and it
was said that their picket guard declared
they would not watch.

If the soldiers knew the facts in the
case as do their officers, they would prob-
ably nearly all leave the army; but the
officers keep the soldiers in the dark.
The last report is that the officers had
been telling the men that I had writ-
ten a very favorable letter to Colonel
Alexander, and that they were intending
to come in.

When I think, Are they in your
houses? Are they in your fields? I can
answer, No: they are in the mountains;
they are in the cold and snow; and if they
continue, as those officers appear to in-
tend to, upon the side of despotism and
mobocracy, they justly ought to be served
as we would serve all mobocrats. But
we are here and we are free, as brother
Kimball has said—just as free, in one
sense, as we ever shall be. We need
not think that we are always going to be
unmolested by the efforts of mobs, un-
til wickedness is swept from this earth.
If we live, we shall see the nations of
the earth arrayed against this people;
for that time must come, in fulfillment
of prophecy. Tell about war commenc-
ing! Bitter and relentless war was waged
against Joseph Smith before he had re-
ceived the plates of the Book of Mormon;
and from that time till now the wicked
have only fallen back at times to gain
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strength and learn how to attack the
kingdom of God.

Colonel Alexander preached to me a
little, stating in his letter, "I warn you
that the bloodshed in this contest will be
upon your head." But that warning gave
me no thought. But if the blood of those
soldiers is shed, it will be upon the heads
of their officers.

What they will do I neither know nor
care; for it will be just as the Lord God
wills it. If he sees that we need their sub-
stance, he will turn things to that end;
and if he designs them to be wiped out,
he will either cause them to undertake
to come here or will overrule some other
plan to accomplish that end.

Another year I am going to prepare
for the worst, and I want you to pre-
pare to cache our grain and lay waste
this Territory; for I am determined, if
driven to that extremity, that our en-
emies shall find nothing but heaps of
ashes and ruins. We will be so pre-
pared that in a few days all can be con-
sumed. I shall request the Bishops to
see that the people in their wards are
provided with two or three years' provi-
sions. There is already enough raised in
many places this season to supply the
people from two to three years, and I
wish them to take care of it; though I ex-
pect that in all probability we will raise
a great many crops before our enemies
again attempt to come here to disturb
us; and I expect that we are fully able to
defend ourselves, and that our enemies
will not be able to come within a hun-
dred miles of us. I know that ten men,
such as I could name and select, could
stop them before they got to Laramie.
And if we had seen fit to have sent such
men this season, they alone could very
easily have so stopped our enemies that
they never would have got through the
Black Hills. I count five such men equal
to twenty-five thousand, and believe



