PRESENT AND FORMER PERSECUTIONS, ETC.

from sorrow and pain, and possessed
of keys, thrones, and dominions—where
they can be perfectly swallowed up in
happiness and bliss. What greater gift
can be bestowed upon beings? None.
Therefore, if we will not live up to our re-
ligion, according to our ability, we ought
to be damned.

We have the privilege of honoring the
stations we are in; we have the privilege,
in the Lord's hands, of preparing for ex-
altation. We are compared to the making
of pottery upon the wheel; but the Lord
never intended to show in that compar-
ison that we were helpless beings and
had no agency. Clay has so little intel-
ligence that it is often so full of lumps
that it will mar; but it is not to blame
for that: but the Lord says, "You, in-
telligent Israel, are to blame, if you do
not obey my voice; and if you are dis-
obedient, I will serve you as the potter
serves the clay that has very little intel-
ligence. You, Israel, are capable of choos-
ing, you are capable of refusing, you are
capable of performing, you are capable of
hearing counsel from my mouth and of
carrying out those principles that I tell
you; but the clay upon the wheel has
no such intelligence; and if you do not
obey my voice, it will prove that you are
not worthy of intelligence, any more than
the clay upon the potter's wheel: conse-
quently, the intelligence that you are en-
dowed with will be taken from you, and
you will have to go into the mill and be
ground over again.”

I wish the people to hasten and
gather together and secure all that they
have raised in the fields; and when this
little skirmish is over, I am going to
instruct the people to begin to prepare
for going into the mountains, also to
raise their grain another year, and to se-
cure that which we now have by putting
it where our enemies cannot find it.
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You want to know where you can go. I
know of places enough where I can hide
this people and a thousand times more,
and our enemies may hunt till doomsday
and not be able to find us.

I do not know but we shall call upon
the sisters to go into the fields and raise
potatoes while their husbands go out to
war; and if they can do that, then per-
haps we will see whether they can go into
the fields and raise wheat while their
husbands are defending Zion. In such
an operation we shall call for volunteers;
we shall have no compulsion about it.
So soon as I learn that a woman would
sooner go to the enemy's camp, just so
soon I will send her; and you may mark
it. I shall not warrant such a one safe,
only until she reaches the enemy's camp.
I told a man yesterday—one that I un-
derstood wanted to go away, "If that is
your feeling and faith, I want you im-
mediately conveyed to those troops." I
want to forthwith send to our enemies
every man and every woman that does
not wish to do right, but wishes to join
them in their crusade against this peo-
ple. You may enquire why I take that
course. I answer, So as to send them to
hell as quickly as possible.

That reminds me of a circumstance
that transpired here some years ago. A
man from Boston, on his way to the gold
diggings, stopped a few days in this city
and heard me preach. Soon afterwards I
met him in the street, and he asked me
if I knew where hell was. I told him I
thought that he was on the road to that
very place; and when he crossed over the
Sierra Nevada mountains into the gold
diggings in California, if he discovered
that he had not found hell, to come back
and let me know. As I have not since
heard from him, I presume he found it,
which I now think a person will who goes
East as well as West.



