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The President of the United States,

his Cabinet, the Senate, the House of

Representatives, the priests of the var-

ious religious sects and their followers

have joined in a crusade to waste away

the last vestige of truth and righteous-

ness from this earth, and especially from

this part of it. Yes, they have joined to-

gether; and we have to maintain truth

and righteousness, virtue and holiness,

or they will be driven from the earth.

With us, it is the kingdom of God, or

nothing; and we will maintain it, or die

in trying—though we shall not die in try-

ing. It is comforting to many to be as-

sured that we shall not die in trying, but

we shall live in trying. We will maintain

the kingdom of God, living; and if we do

not maintain it, we shall be found dying

not only a temporal, but also an eternal

death. Then take a course to live.

Read the history of the world from the

time that Cain killed Abel to this day,

and see whether you can find an instance

when, in a mountain country, fifty reso-

lute, united men have been overcome by

five hundred. If brother Joseph Smith

had taken a company and come to this

country, as he intended to do, he could

have been living here now, in spite of

earth and hell. Yes, he could have done

this, if he could have brought only fifty

men with him; for, with them, he could

have defied the whole world; and you

know that he would have had thousands

of the upright gathered with him before

now; though, if he had been here with

only fifty good men, he could have bid de-

fiance to all his enemies.

Did their enemies ever overcome

the small band of Waldenses in the

mountains in Piedmont? No. They

slaughtered army after army sent

against them and maintained their

position, notwithstanding to reach

them was only like sending an army

here from San Pete, or from here to

San Pete. They were within easy reach

of their enemies.

Would Scotland ever have been so far

overcome by England as to unite with

that power, if her chiefs had not indulged

in petty feuds with each other? No, it

never would. But the chiefs were like our

Indians: some were in favor of this one,

and others of that one being crowned

chief; and by contending with each other

they lost the advantage of their position,

or to this day Scotland might have been

an independent nation, even though sur-

rounded by water on all sides except the

one joining England.

I instance those examples to show

you that, if you will give me the right

kind of men, I will take a few hundred of

them and be at the defiance of the armies

of the world; and that, too, upon natu-

ral principles. If God is for us, that of

course makes us still stronger; but if he

is against us, let us not strive to do any-

thing in opposition to his will: let righ-

teousness triumph. But I know that we

are right.

When I used to be preaching in the

world, priests would come to me and

enquire about my doctrine. I would

tell them my principles—every princi-

ple that I could get plainly before them

that would be for their good; and after

giving them my doctrine, I would ask,

What do you Methodists believe? They

would tell me. I would reply, I know

all about that. Next would come the

Baptists, and I knew all about them.

Then came along the Presbyterians, and

I would say, I know all about your doc-

trine. And I would have the Quakers and

the Shakers; and when I talked to them,

I knew all they believed. I understood

the whole concern, and my religion em-

braced all the truth they all had and a

great deal more. I could put on paper

all the knowledge of salvation that all

the religious sects possess, and put that


