PRESENT AND FORMER PERSECUTIONS, ETC.

paper into a snuff box, and never miss
the room it occupied. I would say, I know
how much truth you have embraced; you
have bounds to your religion, but I have
no bounds to mine: the faith I have em-
braced is broad as eternity.

I would say, Brother Methodist, have
you a truth? If you have, let us hear
it: that is the Bible; that is my doc-
trine: I believe it. "I read in the Bible
that the Savior was crucified," say the
Methodists. I reply, I have embraced
that in my faith: that is true; and every
particle of truth that you believe I have
incorporated in my faith; therefore you
perceive that you must take the stand
that you will defend error and falsehood,
or there is no chance for a discussion or
contention; for I believe all the truth that
you believe. Now, all the truth I have I
want you to embrace, and then go ahead,;
and then there is no chance for an argu-
ment.

We wish for all the truth and all the
righteousness we can get hold of; and ev-
ery heart that loves this religion, called
"Mormonism," exclaims, from the cen-
ter and circumference of his soul and
feelings, "Let the Lord be God." With-
out that, all will be worthless; with
that is everything. Without that we are
nothing; we cannot endure; and all our
prospects are blasted and scattered to
the four winds. In reality, we are noth-
ing, only what the Lord makes us. In a
short time, if the Lord is for us, all will
be right.

Take things upon natural principles,
and I will organize this community so
as to be prepared for any and ev-
ery emergency. And the truth com-
pels me to say, about our enemies,
that all hell are crying to come here;
and I must either say, Come in here
and practice your principles of death
and destruction, or I must say, I will
contend against you, though I have
prayed most fervently for the Lord to
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keep that event off. But the Lord says,
"Will you be for me, or will you take upon
you their cause?" I will say, "We will be
for the Lord; for he is the God we serve."

We are free. There is no yoke upon
us now, and we will never put it on
again. [The congregation responded,
"Amen."] That is the way for every man
and woman to feel. When it is necessary,
and the Lord calls me to do so, I would
just as soon preach about war as any-
thing else, or go and fight a battle as to
do anything else.

You hear a great many people talk
about a virtuous life. If you could know
what an honorable, manly, upright, vir-
tuous life is, you might reduce it to this—
Learn the will of the Lord and do it; for
he has the keys of life and death, and his
mandates should be obeyed, and that is
eternal life.

I pray God to bless you all the time;
and I bless you in the name of Jesus
Christ! Let us be of one heart and mind,;
and do you not see that the Lord is going
to make us of one heart and mind, or we
will be suffered to be scourged?

In Missouri most of the brethren
signed what they called "a deed of trust."
The brethren were forced to sign away
their houses, lands, and property; for
they were going to make us bear the ex-
pense of the war. When the brethren
had done this, they would kick up their
heels; and old Judge Camron saw it, and
swore, and ripped out an oath and said,
"They are whipped, but they are not con-
quered." One fellow said, "I will swear
we can make them consecrate: old Joe
has been trying, but he could not do it."
I suppose a few have urged it upon the
brethren to consecrate. But do you not
see that we are coming to where the Lord
will make us consecrate?

God bless you! Amen.



