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I have been highly gratified today and

edified in what I have heard and in what

has been expressed, not only here by the

Presidency who addressed us this morn-

ing; but the greatest or highest source of

gratification in all this matter to myself

is that I feel as they feel and as they have

expressed themselves; I feel the spirit

that is in them, and I feel that it imparts

to me the same blessing that it imparts

to them. If it is in them a source of light,

eternal life, it is the same to me; if it is

a source of comfort to them, it is to me. I

feel this in relation to our position at the

present time and the circumstances that

at present surround us, which are differ-

ent from those that have surrounded us

in days that have gone by.

As was remarked by President Young

this morning, in his correspondence with

our enemies outside, the time has been

when we were at the mercy of those that

were around us—those that wished us

no good—that never have done us aught

but evil. But our circumstances have so

changed, and the work in which we are

engaged has so far progressed, that it

has brought us to the circumstances in

which we are placed even now. It has

not only brought us to know the truth,

but we have the privilege, the ability,

and the capacity, through the blessings

of heaven, to take care of and defend our-

selves.

What are the honest convictions

that are within us? They are that

we can defend ourselves; for we are

where we dare speak in favor of the

truth; and I thank God that we are to-

day so far removed from the seat and

power of our enemies, that they are un-

able to reach us in the summary way in

which they have done heretofore. This

to me is a gratification and a comfort:

it enables me to look upon those things

around me with feelings different from

those in which I have been in the habit

of contemplating them.

In times that are past we have been

forced by the surrounding influence to

look upon things around us as though

they were only to be enjoyed for a short

time—that though we had something

one day, there was but little assurance

that we would have them the next. If

blessed with home, with our firesides,

and habitations, and those things that

rendered us happy, we had but little as-

surance that tomorrow would not sweep

them all away. But here, in this place in

which we are at present located, we have

our homes, through the blessing of God,

we have our associations, and we have

all that we have in our possession to hap-

pify our situation and cause hope to live

within us for that which is still better;

and we are so far removed from the land

of our enemies, that we can hope consis-

tently that they may be continued unto

us for many days.

As has been remarked today, look

at it naturally, as men not connected

with the work of God in which we are


