THE SAINTS' BLESSINGS—DIVINE PROTECTION, ETC.

out at night, and endure the weather,
fair or foul, without grumbling, without
faultfinding; so that our whole soul and
our whole affections are in the cause?
If we leave our homes for the love of
God, and if we live our religion at home
and honor the Gospel that we have em-
braced, what would it secure to us? It
would secure to us a reward for all the
difficulties, for all the losses that we have
sustained. Would it save us from burn-
ing our dwellings and leaving the land
covered with piles of smoking ruins? Yes;
for this is the condition upon which we
are promised these things.

I want to see the people go to work,
as his servants have said, individually,
throughout the length and breadth of
this nation and kingdom of Israel, here
in the valleys of the mountains. I want
every man and every woman to say, "As
for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord," and when we learn his will, then
go to work and do it. I want you to
commence a war of extermination on the
evils that are between you and your God
in claiming this promise.

Idonot in my heart desire to see men,
women, and children flee into the moun-
tains. But we should be willing to go, re-
main here, or do whatever is required,
and feel that in so doing we were doing
the will of God.

How do you feel, brethren and sis-
ters? Do you feel as though we would
do right and keep the commandments of
God, and claim the promises that have
been made us today, that, if we would
do as we have been counseled, we should
come and go, confront our enemies, and
conquer them, and not many fall in the
struggle.

[Blessed the sacramental cup.]

I presume that there is not a soul
that belongs to the Church of the
Saints, here or elsewhere, that feels
a living interest in the prosperity of
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Zion, but what would wish that they
might be enabled to pursue a course
of life that would secure to them this
blessing—that our brethren, a part of
ourselves, those that are united to us
by the ties of the Gospel, are called to
go abroad to face our enemies, to be ex-
posed as they may be to the chances of
death, can secure this blessing and get
the blessing and protection of our Heav-
enly Father.

Be perfect in your sphere; be con-
stant, and you shall be preserved while
in dangers that are around you, until
you shall accomplish the object of your
mission, return to us unscathed and un-
harmed, and rejoice in the blessings ac-
cruing from the victory gained.

Do you want this, mothers? Fathers,
do you want this blessing? If you do, do
as I have exhorted you this afternoon—
put away everything from you that is
evil, and cultivate the Spirit of truth
within you, that your prayers may as-
cend up before God, and that they may
be acceptable. Call down his protection
upon the absent ones, as well as upon
yourselves. Do not be careless—do not
settle down in thoughtless indifference,
thinking that because the servants of
God have promised victory, that it must
come, independently of your exertions. It
is only upon this condition that safety is
secured to you and to me, and that is,
that we DO RIGHT.

It is only as the conditions are com-
plied with, that the blessing is obtained,;
it is only as we live for them; it is only
as we render ourselves worthy to receive,
by the course of conduct that we pursue.
This is the nature of the blessing that
will come home to us; this is the bless-
ing that our Father will bestow; and be-
yond this will we receive blessings? No.
Well, then, have we not every reason to
be faithful? Yes; and why? Because ev-
erything depends upon it.

Then, brethren and sisters, let us



