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We have heard considerable preach-
ing this morning; and to me, what we
have heard is full of pith and marrow.

This people are to the world an ob-
ject of derision and hatred; to God, of
care and pity. There are but few of us,
when we compare ourselves with the rest
of the inhabitants of the earth. We now
have a day of trial. It has been observed
that the Saints feel well: they never felt
better.

Some present may not know that my
oldest and my youngest brothers have
been preaching today. There are but
three boys between those two, and we
are all here on hand.

As has been observed by brother
John, my eldest brother, this is the first
time that we have ever had the privilege
of doing anything, only submitting to our
enemies. Now, for the first time since
this Church was organized, we are in a
position for defending those rights com-
mon to all American citizens; and our
true and lawful course to abide by the
Constitution of the United States in the
defense of those rights will probably give
the wicked a pretext for complaint; so
that in measuring out oppression to us,
our enemies will have a new set of pre-
texts, instead of feasting on infernal lies
so much as they have hitherto done.

Colonel Alexander accuses us of what
he terms a very uncivilized method of
warfare. If we are to do as they
do, we shall have to get drunk, to
swear, to quarrel, to lie, and believe
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in lies, and indulge in many other like
traits of civilization, in order to be pre-
pared to act as they do. I do not know
anything about those men that are now
in the mountains, only in the capacity of
a mob. I have no business to know them
as anything else, neither shall I, until I
have been officially notified that the Gov-
ernment of the United States wishes to
send troops here and build stations.

I suppose that the boys have annoyed
them a good deal; but at the same time, I
would much rather clothe them and feed
them, if they would agree to go back in
the spring and leave us in peace, as they
found us. We are obliged to maintain
our rights; for every blackleg, horse thief,
counterfeiter, and abominable character
are united with the hireling priests and
lying editors and wicked leaders of our
Government to falsely accuse the "Mor-
mons," with a view to our destruction.
Can they now truly accuse them of any-
thing? Yes—of burning up a little grass,
as brother Attwood told them, when they
asked him why we burnt the grass—
"That we may have a better crop next
year," which you are aware is customary
in prairie regions. We have done that;
therefore our enemies can now concen-
trate their power to shoot at the target
they have compelled us to raise in self-
defense, whereas heretofore they have
shot without an object to fire at.

There is one thing in particular
with regard to this people—they prove



