EXTENT OF THE LATTER-DAY WORK, ETC.

their faith by their work; and there is
no other way for us to prove it. While
brother John was speaking of the la-
bor of this people to preach and send
the Gospel to the nations of the earth, I
thought that, take us as a people in this
day, in the situation we have been in, and
then look over the history of the Church
of the living God on the earth from the
days of Adam until now, and I will ensure
that you cannot find the equal to the ex-
cessive labor of the Elders of Israel in our
day in spreading the truth through the
world to save mankind. I have no idea
that it was done in the days of Enoch; for
the human family had then spread over
the earth but little, and the Elders did
not have to travel scores of thousands of
miles without purse or scrip among the
wicked. So also in the days of Noah: they
had but a short distance to travel. In the
days of the Israelites, of the Prophets,
of Jesus Christ, and the Apostles, what
was their labor in the extent of its field,
compared with that of this people? Very
small. You may trace the course of their
travel, and you will find that it was far
less than that of the Elders of Israel in
our day.

We have labored diligently, and suf-
fered everything but death to preach the
Gospel to our fellow beings; and thou-
sands of our fathers, mothers, brothers,
sisters, children, and connections have
gone into their graves through their suf-
ferings, from being robbed of everything
we had, and scattered, to find shelter
where we best could. Are we going to suf-
fer it anymore? No, God being our helper.
We are perfectly free, on condition that
we do right; and upon that condition we
never will be in bondage again.

You will recollect that this is the
first time that this Church can say,
"We are free." Do we wish to be
free from the United States Consti-
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tution? No. There is not a word in
it but what we can subscribe to with
all our hearts. Do we wish to be free
from the laws of the United States? No.
They are as good laws as we can ask for.
Neither do we wish for any better laws
than are the most of those enacted in
Missouri and Illinois. What, then, was
the difficulty with this people? Magis-
trates, sheriffs, constables, military offi-
cers, &c., walked those laws under their
feet, and trampled upon them as a thing
of naught, in order to get at this people
and drive them from their hard-earned
homes. I have said, and say it again,
if those laws had been executed, they
would have hung Governor Boggs and
Governor Ford, with many others, be-
tween the heavens and the earth, or shot
them as traitors to the Government. It is
not the laws and the Constitution of our
country that we wish to be free from, but
it is from the power of those who profess
to be lawmakers and law-executors, but
who trample every wholesome law under
their feet.

We are now as free from them as is
the mountain air we breathe; and we
could wipe the few enemies now in our
borders out of existence in a very short
time, if I would give the word to do
so. But they will judge themselves out
of their own mouths and receive their
just reward at the hands of him whom
they have listed to obey. I believe the
Lord has wisdom enough to make them
destroy themselves—though, if it were
left to me solely, under the guidance of
the spirit pertaining to man, probably I
should have had them in eternity before
now. But the Lord dictates, governs, and
controls: I do not, neither do I wish to.

It is said that if we do right we
shall overcome. I will tell you one
mark you have got to come to, in or-
der to do right. If you can bring your-
selves, in your affections, your feelings,



