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your passions, your desires, and all that

you have in your organization, to sub-

mit to the hand of the Lord, to his prov-

idences, and acknowledge his hand in

all things, and always be willing that

he should dictate, though it should take

your houses, your property, your wives

and children, your parents, your lives, or

anything else you have upon the earth,

then you will be exactly right; and un-

til you come to that point, you cannot be

entirely right. That is what we have to

come to; we have to learn to submit our-

selves to the Lord with all our hearts,

with all our affections, wishes, desires,

passions, and let him reign and rule over

us and within us, the God of every mo-

tion: then he will lead us to victory and

glory; otherwise he will not.

Brother John referred to some per-

sons receiving revelations. I say to such

persons, Go ahead, and get all the rev-

elations you can. If brother Joseph

visits you every night, go ahead, and

tell him to bring brother Hyrum, father

Smith, Don Carlos Smith, St. Paul, Pe-

ter, James, and John, and Jesus Christ,

if you can induce him to do so. But I

could almost lay my hand on that Bible

and swear that the man or woman who

gets such revelations has been guilty

of adultery, or of theft, or has been

rebellious and apostatized in feelings,

but has come back again, and now pro-

fesses to have such revelations. Hell

is full of such revelations; and I could

almost testify that a man or woman

who receives them has been guilty of

some outrageous crime. I have had men

come to me and tell the wonderful great

dreams and visions which they have,

when those very persons have aposta-

tized heretofore, have denied their God

and their religion; and I knew it. Many

come to me and tell me what wonder-

ful visions they have—that their minds

are open to eternal things—that they

can see visions of eternity open be-

fore them and understand all about

this kingdom—many of whom have at

some time been guilty of betraying their

brethren, or committing some atrocious

crime. I never notice them much. I sit

and hear them talk about their wonder-

ful knowledge, but it passes in and out

of my ears like the sound of the wind. It

is for me to see to this kingdom, that it

is built up, and to preserve the Saints

from the grasp of the enemy. The vi-

sions of the class I have mentioned are

nothing to me. They may exhibit their

great knowledge before me; but when

they have done, it is all gone from me.

Some are very anxious that I should

have visions. I have all that the Lord

gives to me; and all that he keeps back he

may; for that is no concern of mine. We

are on the old ship Zion; and if God is not

at the helm, the old ship will wreck and

go to the Devil. As for my taking charge

of the kingdom of God on the earth, ex-

clusively and independently of direction

from heaven, I shall not do any such

thing. If the Lord does not direct the

old ship and act as captain and pilot, it

will go to destruction, and I care not how

quick.

He is at the helm, and will stay there.

If you and I will bring our feelings to the

point I have just spoken of, he will con-

tinue to guide the welfare of Zion and all

its rights.

All is right. Sing hallelujah; for the

Lord is here. He dictates, guides, and di-

rects. If the people will have implicit con-

fidence in their God, never forsake their

covenants nor their God, he will guide us

right, and we are free as the air of these

mountains. The yoke of the wicked is off,

and I am determined it shall stay off.

If any man or woman in Utah

wants to leave this community, come

to me, and I will treat you kindly, as

I always have, and will assist you to


