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our religion in a goodly degree; and I

hope and trust that the good Spirit that

seems to prevail in our midst will be

cultivated and its dictates carried out,

that we may do nothing to grieve it

away from us, but be ready to follow its

suggestions—to fulfil its requirements

and the requirements of those that pre-

side over us. It is a day of trial to us; but

our trials are light, and the test that we

are subjected to is but light, compared

with the final test to which we shall be

subjected when the Son of Man shall be

revealed from heaven, taking vengeance

upon them that know not God and obey

not the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

I have mentioned once or twice con-

cerning the trials that await the Saints

at that time. We look forward to the

day when the Son of Man shall come in

his glory as the greatest event and most

sublime display of power and glory that

were ever beheld by mortal eye; and it

is requisite that we should be prepared

for that scene. We shall be prepared,

if we listen to the Spirit of the Lord as

it is manifesting itself, and so continue

to do during our probation here; for the

Son of Man shall be revealed in flam-

ing fire, taking vengeance on them that

know not God and obey not the Gospel.

The Prophet asks the question, "Who can

dwell with devouring fire or with ever-

lasting burnings?" He answers and says,

He that has clean hands and a pure

heart; he can dwell with devouring fire.

We are to be operated upon by the

Holy Ghost, and undergo such a mate-

rial change by its power that we can

abide the day of burning in which the

Son of God will be revealed with the

same comfort that Shadrach, Meshach,

and Abednego did in the fiery furnace.

They were cast into that devouring el-

ement and moved as pleasantly and

as agreeably as the fish moves in the

sea, its native element. When that

day comes, it will be made to appear who

is pure; for it will bear upon every indi-

vidual; and those who are not right and

pure will be devoured and destroyed. If

we are faithful, we can abide that day

and feel that we are wrapped in noth-

ing more than in a blaze of glory, because

we shall be prepared for it. But if we

do not live our religion, we shall be con-

sumed in that day; and it will be a day

that no creature can dodge. Hypocrisy

and deceit will then be no shield. Pure

and unadulterated goodness alone will

enable us to stand in that day. We shall

then know who possesses the qualifica-

tions of Saints, and who does not; and we

shall have to be tested, and that strongly,

compared with that to which we are now

subjected. The two will be so different,

so widely apart from each other, that we

cannot now imagine the difference.

But I do not know that it is profitable

to go on so far ahead and picture out the

tests or trials that we may be subjected

to; yet still it may be necessary to show

what we shall have to possess and guard

against, that we may be ready for the

day of exaltation.

At that time, we are informed that

the wicked will call for the rocks to fall

on them and hide them from the pres-

ence of him that sitteth upon the throne

and from the wrath of the Lamb. Why

will they do this? If the flaming fire

has the same effect as we may sup-

pose it will have, it will be very natu-

ral for them to call upon the rocks to

hide them from the face of the Lord.

They will prefer this to standing the

test. This will be the cry, "Fall upon

us, ye rocks, and hide us from this ter-

rible test." But the rocks and mountains

hear them not! The ungodly must be

consumed by the devouring fire. There

are steppingstones to this test; and when

we get to that point, that will be no

greater trial than the present is now.


