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It will not be any greater stumblingblock
to us; it will be no more terrible than our
present trial, if we live our religion; for
we shall be prepared.

Brethren and sisters, we not only
have the evidence that I spoke of this
forenoon, but we have more. I de-
sired, in my remarks this morning, to
point out to the sinner and to the un-
godly, if you please, or to those that
do not belong to the Church; I wanted
to show that they possess evidence in
themselves—that they have it in their
own hearts and in their own feelings,
that this is the work of God; I wished to
convince them that God had given them
a testimony, that they might know for
themselves. He has so ordered things
that hypocrites and false-hearted indi-
viduals might know for themselves that
this is the work of God and that he
would accomplish it in his own way.
For this reason he said that "sinners in
Zion should be afraid, and fearfulness
surprise the hypocrite,” and that they
should go away; they should leave be-
cause they are afraid for their own per-
sons; they are afraid for their property;
they are afraid because the atmosphere
that surrounds the servants of God is
not congenial with their unhallowed na-
tures, and they are fearful. This evi-
dence is in their own hearts, and when
they go, they carry the lighted candle of
evidence with them.

There are some who have been ac-
quainted with the Church from place to
place and from time to time. There are
some that have followed all the time,
and they can neither take hold of it nor
throw it away. Have they not had tes-
timony that this is the work of God—
that this is the truth of heaven? Has
not the Holy Spirit raised convictions
in their minds that this is the truth of
God? Have they not been convicted of
its truth? 1 will venture to say that
they have been pungently convicted, and
they have had all the lies that the Devil
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could put them in possession of and help
them to, in order to resist the force of
truth. Why have they not yielded obe-
dience to the laws of the kingdom of God
and taken upon them the yoke of Christ?
It does seem to me that persons holding
that position are ready to turn to the en-
emy or to any other quarter as may best
suit their interests and circumstances.
They are on the top of the fence, and
rather leaning over to our enemies' side.
"He that is not for us is against us."

It does sometimes appear that un-
wise persons not guided by the Spirit
of God should take a course, with some
such hangers-on, to make them take
sides, one way or the other—to compel
them to take to their own convictions be-
fore God, or else go away.

We find that God will overrule all ac-
tions that are performed, even injudi-
ciously, to the best good and to the per-
fection of his people who trust in him,
and to the best good of those also who
would hang on, yet neither enter them-
selves nor let anybody else enter. Now,
there are individuals that will not come
into the Church themselves; and if they
can lay a stumblingblock in the way of
their friends, they will do it. They will
say to a Gentile, or to a person who may
be favorably impressed with the truth,
"We have never joined the Church, and
there is no particular need of it. We may
appear friendly to the society, but not
join it. Then we are under no rules or
restrictions, and may do as we please.”

We read a man's character and feel-
ings by his actions. You have been
acquainted so long, and the truth has
made so small an impression that
it shows there is no real love there
for it. Such individuals are even
ready to talk to those who come in
here and to bias their minds, and
then they come to the conclusion that



