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"It came down from the ancient Apos-

tles, through the Church of Rome, and by

the way of the Waldenses," says the Bap-

tist, or by the way of the Reformers.

But were not those reformers ex-

pelled by the Church of Rome?

"Yes."

If they, then, had their authority from

the Church of Rome, that Church must

have had the power also to divest them

of that authority. If we admit that the

Romish Church had this power and au-

thority, we must go back there to find it;

and if we take that testimony, it proves

that all the reformers have no authority.

The Baptists attempt to show that

their authority came through Waldo.

Who was this Waldo? He was a mer-

chant, and hired a man to translate for

him the four books of the Gospel. He

went to preaching without any inspira-

tion, revelation, or light from heaven: he

had only the light which he could dis-

cern from the translation made by an ex-

communicated monk. He was zealous

and doubtless honest in his intentions,

but without the inspiration of the Holy

Ghost, Priesthood, or authority from

God.

Now, as I said before, if you start

wrong, you will be wrong all the way.

Without a messenger from God, without

the revelation of the Most High, it is all

folly and useless to attempt to follow the

Savior. It is written, "If any man lack

wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth

liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall

be given him."

The Savior said, "If any man will be

my disciple, let him take up his cross,

and follow me." You may follow all the

men and devils in the world; but, unless

you follow Christ, you cannot be his dis-

ciple; and the more men and devils you

follow, the worse you are off.

When we talk about following Christ,

we hear it said that we should believe

in him with all our hearts, repent of our

sins, and be baptized for the remission of

them. Before the Savior commenced his

mission on the earth, he went to Jordan

to be baptized, that he might set an ex-

ample for us to follow. Take any other

track, and you go wrong. The right track

is the only plan, the only design, and the

only intention that can bring us to the

enjoyment of salvation; and it is not only

in starting right that salvation depends,

but when we start it is necessary to con-

tinue to the end.

Now, it is plain and reasonable to me

why it is that the nations of the earth

seek to destroy the Saints. They pre-

tend that the Bible is their platform,

and it condemns them on every page,

both their doctrines and practices. In

order to maintain their false systems,

they have created a kind of aristocracy,

called Priesthood, who are hired to ex-

plain away the sayings of the sacred

book. By this means, having itching

ears, they have heaped to themselves

teachers to turn away their ears from the

truth unto fables.

These false teachers have a strong

hold on the minds of the people; the

rulers bear rule by their means, and

most of the people love to have it so. If

anybody comes to change this order of

things, almost every man is up in arms

against him. They are so perfectly or-

ganized that it takes but a few devils to

keep them in subjection.

This makes me think of an old Chi-

nese fable. A man traveling through the

country came to a large city, very rich

and splendid; he looked at it and said to

his guide, "This must be a very righteous

people, for I can only see but one little

devil in this great city."

The guide replied, "You do not un-

derstand, sir. This city is so per-

fectly given up to wickedness, cor-

ruption, degradation, and abomination


