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destroy our peculiar institutions." The

politicians say, "If the Mormons adopt

the principle that honest men are to

come into power, and they succeed with

that principle, we shall be rooted up and

our means of gain be taken from us."

You understand that a petition was

sent from the Legislature of this Ter-

ritory, begging of the President of the

United States to send no more damned

scoundrels here, but to send good men.

Then, it went on to tell him, if he did

not send good men, we were not go-

ing to have them. It was considered by

Congress and the great men of this Gov-

ernment as one of the greatest outrages,

and equivalent to treason, because we

said we would not receive the cursedest

scoundrels that could be scraped from

the very scum of the earth, and bow

down to them and lick the dust of their

feet.

We are right in this matter, whether

we act as Saints of the Most High God or

as citizens of the Republic of the United

States. There could not be a greater

outrage committed on any community

than to place over them, contrary to their

choice, corrupt demagogues to rule their

destiny. The idea of forcing these corrupt

dogs on a community to rule it is what I

call dogmatism.

I am not very familiar with the dic-

tionary, but I will tell a story that will il-

lustrate my meaning. A fine fellow, who

considered himself smart, had married a

learned lady, and he felt very proud of

her learning and education; and in order

to be on a par with her, he used many

very pretty words, and, now-and-then,

one he did not understand the meaning

of himself. On one occasion he used the

word dogmatism improperly. Says she,

"My dear, what is the meaning of that

word?"

He drew down a hard face and

said, "Dogmatism, dogmatism, my

dear—why, it is full-grown puppyism."

I do consider that to undertake this

kind of measure is full-grown puppyism,

whether it is to exterminate men for

their religion or to annihilate them from

the earth for political motives.

Every human being has rights; and

it is a true principle, in all governments

upon the earth, that governors should

rule by the consent of the governed. But

there is not a people on the face of the

earth that I know anything about, except

the Latter-day Saints, that are actually

governed in this way. In our government,

all our movements are by the unanimous

consent of the governed; and we are the

only people on the earth that observe

this constitutional principle. Other peo-

ple may try to do it to some limited ex-

tent.

When men are placed as rulers and

governors to control the destinies of any

people, they must do it by the consent of

that people, or it is unlawful, unconstitu-

tional, unjust, unholy. God himself does

not rule the children of men upon any

other principle. "You can serve me, live

under my dominion, observe my laws, if

you choose," says the Lord: "if not, you

may serve the Devil and reap the reward

that follows."

I forgot, however, that I was preach-

ing a religious sermon when I ran off into

politics; but I have had my head a little

charged with politics of late; and conse-

quently, when I undertake to preach, it

is natural for me to shoot off in that di-

rection.

We, as a people, have to depend, to a

great extent, upon the policy we adopt.

We have got to respect ourselves, at

least, if the world will not respect us. It

will not be many years until the world

will understand that when they speak of

us we are to be respected. They will real-

ize, feel, and understand this more and

more.

To be sure, we have submitted to


