
mountains, to dwell there in dens, caves, 
and holes, as did the ancients, as dwell in 
palaces and enjoy the soft raiment of kings.

Every man and woman should cultivate 
in their hearts a desire to love the Lord, 
keep his commandments, and appreciate 
the spirit and the freedom of the Gospel 
and the privilege and blessing of the fulness 
of the holy Priesthood more than all the 
treasures upon the face of the earth.

Do you recollect that when the children 
of Israel were invading the land of Canaan, 
to drive out the Canaanites and inherit 
the land, in some instances they coveted 
the property of their enemies? In one in-
stance, an individual stole a wedge of gold 
and a Babylonish garment. Because of this, 
God was offended and suffered Israel to be 
driven before their enemies. Let us not be 
caught in this snare, but cast out from our 
hearts every principle of covetousness, and 
let our desires be to serve the Lord.

If our enemies will let us alone, we are 
rich enough, and can enjoy all the comforts 
of life that we need to make us healthy and 
happy, and we will spring forth a mighty 
people. If they do not let us alone, God 
will preserve us and reward us for all the 
sacrifices we have to make. Covet not any-
thing that is theirs; let not our spirits desire 
it, but in all things do as we are counseled, 
and pray God for wisdom, knowledge, and 
intelligence to live righteously, soberly, 
and be devoid of idolatry, to be prepared 
to dwell as Gods and reign and have do-
minion in our time and season.

Had it not been for the faith and works, 
the union and exertions of the Saints, we 
might this day have had our streets paraded 
with the martial forces of our enemies. But 
God has blessed us for our faith and exer-
tions—for our willingness to listen to the

counsel of him whom he has appointed to 
direct us, to be our father and counselor 
in Israel. Because they have to spend their 
time in the mountains, some men may feel 
as though it is a waste of both time and 
labor to no good. Others say, “We have 
been robbed so many times of our homes, 
and so many of our friends murdered, we 
would now like to draw the sword and 
slay our enemies.” If it had not been for 
this principle in the breasts of many, I do 
not believe our enemies would ever have 
crossed the South Pass.

I believe, if we, as a people, were of one 
heart and mind, and would place ourselves 
in the right position before the Lord, and 
ask him for what we need, that we never 
would have any serious annoyance from 
our enemies. But it is a great labor to place 
the whole people in this position.

I believe, for the time the work has been 
progressing, that the people of Enoch’s city 
were not more united than are the inhabi
tants of these valleys. I believe the greatest 
work has been performed towards bringing 
the children of men back into the presence 
of God, since Joseph Smith commenced to 
preach the Gospel to this generation, than 
ever was since the creation. It requires all 
our faith and watchfulness to continue the 
work and roll it on fast enough to keep out 
of the way of our enemies.

If there are any among us who have not 
obeyed the Gospel, now is a good time for 
them to repent of their sins: or, if there are 
any who have not renewed their covenants, 
now is a good time for you to repent of 
your sins and be rebaptized for the remis-
sion of them; and let it be our whole intent 
and only desire to serve the Lord our God 
all the days of our lives. May the blessings 
of Israel’s God rest upon us, is my prayer, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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