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Lot was there, and the Lord told him to

go out; and when he had gone out, the

city and people of Sodom were destroyed.

The Lord has destroyed wicked nations

at various times; and he has declared

that he would destroy the nations of the

earth, and that Babylon should fall; but

that cannot be the case so long as this

Church is amalgamated, in any sense of

the word, with it; therefore the Lord has

designed to cut the thread, and our in-

dependence was declared the 24th of last

July; and I was glad of it, and I feel glad

of it today. There is a good deal for us to

do; and we are required to straighten up

and live our religion, so that we may be

enabled to sustain ourselves through the

mighty struggle that is to come.

I realize that it is time for the Saints

to look about themselves; and every

man and every woman should be on

the watchtower, wide awake, and have

almighty faith in the Son of God, and

call mightily upon his name. Although

brother Brigham said here at Conference

that there was not time to pray much,

he meant that we should not spend too

much of our time in praying; I suppose

the war was uppermost in his mind, as it

is in everybody else's; but, in speaking to

some brethren about it, I told them that

it was all "Mormonism."

You know there are some who neglect

to pray, and there are others who pray

too much—or, in other words, they do

nothing else. But I think some of our

sisters might be a little more diligent

in their faith, prayers, and good works,

while the brethren are in the mountains

to stand in the defense of Zion.

I understand that some of the sis-

ters have a great many things to at-

tend to. I have understood that, since

our brethren have gone, the sisters

have undertaken to set things in or-

der in the family. But I think they

had better let that alone. I know the

Devil will try every stratagem; and if

he cannot make an inroad in one place,

he will in another; if he cannot get into

the brethren, he will try to get into their

families, and he will work there and set

them at variance with each other.

I tell you it is time for us to cease

quarrelling with each other. We should

be united in our families, in our neigh-

borhoods, and in the kingdom of God. If

we are united, we shall stand and over-

come: there is no mistake about that at

all. And if there should one-half of the

people apostatize and go away, the other

half are pretty sure to stand. I heard

brother Brigham say that, if there are

not more than fifty that keep the faith

and are united, the kingdom will be sure

to stand.

It is a great thing for the brethren

and sisters to be united in the cause

of truth. I have traveled a great deal

among the brethren, especially in the

southern settlements, and I never saw

half the union, the strength, the faith

that is in the people at this time; and

as long as you will continue humble

and faithful to the Gospel, and keep the

power of God in you, then our enemies

cannot have any power over us.

In every place where I have been and

heard the Saints pray, they have prayed

for the Lord to confuse our enemies, to

clothe them with darkness, and to cause

fear to come upon them; Has the Lord

heard our prayers? Yes, he has; for I

have noticed dark clouds to be travel-

ing along the eastern mountains, and

they move up and down as the troops

move; and my prayer is, that they may

be clothed with snow. That has been my

prayer for some time; and I still continue

to pray for darkness to cover them.

Says one, "You are a hardhearted

man." I cannot help that. I love to

pray for my enemies; and in doing so

I have fulfilled the word of the Lord


