THE PRESENT CRISIS, ETC.

in that thing. I do not pray so much
for our enemies that are out here; but
it is for the whole world. You know
all mankind—every class and society of
mankind have got their artillery pointed
against this people.

The Devil and his emissaries are out
against us. They want to destroy our
Prophet and to glut themselves with the
blood of innocence. There is not a spot
where the Lord can tarry overnight out-
side of these valleys of the mountains;
the rest of the world is Babylon, in the
strictest sense of the word.

Oh, how the Devil does labor to dif-
fuse the spirit of Babylon among the peo-
ple. To do this he has sent his emis-
saries across the Plains a thousand miles
to bring destruction upon the Saints of
God; but the Lord Almighty has defeated
them in their plans. The angel of the
Lord has stood in the way as much so as
in the days of the Prophets; and if our
asses have not spoken, our boys have,
and the way of our enemies is hedged up
so that they cannot get here; and they
never will, so long as the people will do
as they are told. This is a comfort to
my heart. How I have longed to see this
day when the kingdom of God should
be free—when the Saints should enjoy
their rights and privileges as Saints of
the Lord. This is what we have been la-
boring for. It is what Joseph and all the
Apostles have labored for day and night,
unwaveringly.

When I look back upon the exertions
which have been made to spread the
truth among the nations, to gather up Is-
rael, I see that it is beyond all that can be
imagined. I am not master of language
enough to tell the thing as I see it; but
suffice it to say that this is the Zion of the
Lord—this is the only place where the
Lord has a people. He has no place only
with the Latter-day Saints, because the
Lord will not dwell in unholy temples.
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He loves the pure in heart, and he dwells
with them.

Brethren and sisters, let us be en-
couraged; for the day is ours, the king-
dom is ours, all is ours; for the Lord is
on our side, and we have nothing to be
afraid of from our enemies. We have
more to be afraid of from ourselves than
anything else; and as long as men and
women will do as they are told and keep
it in their hearts to do good continually,
they are safe.

There is no need to fear about any-
thing. Some of the brethren and sisters
feel fearful, sometimes they are weak:
they do not feel to do wrong—they have
no wish to violate any law, but they are
subject to temptations and weaknesses.

There are some who know what it
is to be driven from their homes, and
that in the dead of winter, cold and bare-
footed; and many of those persons are
here, and have survived and come up to
this place with the Church. There may
be trials equally as severe as those al-
ready past; but if we do right, all will be
well with us. There never was a truer
thing said, than that if this people have
to leave here, it will be for our good,
for our salvation, temporal and spiritual,
and they will be better off than ever. But
still, if the people will keep humble and
do as they are told, they will stay here as
long as they have a mind to, and then go
back and build the Temple in the Center
Stake of Zion.

Perhaps I do not feel right, but this
is my feeling all the time—that the Lord
Almighty will deliver us, and we shall
find everything to work together for our
salvation, for our good and welfare, and
for the welfare of Zion. I never heard
nor read of any people under heaven,
when they were obedient to the Prophets
of God—to those that led them—I say I
never heard of such a people being given
into the hands of their enemies.



