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When the Nephites were given up

to their enemies, it was when they be-

came wicked and disobedient, and made

derision of the Prophets and Apostles

that were sent unto them; but when

they were obedient to their Apostles and

Prophets and to the servants of God,

then their enemies had no power over

them. So it is and will be with this peo-

ple.

I can speak good of Zion, for I know

the people are obedient. I have really

thought in some places that the people

would be willing to sacrifice everything,

if called upon to do it, and also to lay

down their lives for the cause of God and

to carry out the counsel of the servants

of the Lord.

Every man and every woman seem

determined to put forth their hands to

sustain the servants of God in the cause

in which we are engaged. It is gener-

ally said that actions speak louder than

words, and with us it is as brother Grant

used to say, "Yankee doodle, do it;" and as

long as this people do this, all will pros-

per with Israel.

The Saints who are filled with the

Spirit of the living God like to go and

hear the servants of the Lord proclaim

the words of life and salvation.

I feel thankful, my brethren, that

things are as well as they are with us;

and I feel thankful every day and every

moment of my life, and I see and real-

ize a great deal more than I can express;

but I can truly say that I am not discour-

aged in the holy warfare. I have always

believed, from the first moment that I

heard this Gospel, that it is the work of

God, and that it will stand when all other

kingdoms will go to ruin and sink into

oblivion.

We know that the kingdoms of Baby-

lon must fall, and that this king-

dom must rise; for we know it is

the kingdom of God; and I have

always known it ever since I embraced

the work. I have had no doubts in rela-

tion to its authenticity and truthfulness;

but all the ground I have gained and all

the advancement I have made has been

at the point of the sword. To be sure

I have been slow, but the matter seems

to be rooted and grounded in me; and

my prayer is that the Lord Almighty will

preserve me in the faith, and that he will

keep me as in the hollow of his hand.

Everything goes to prove that this is

the kingdom of God. I remember that in

the rise of this Church I used to argue

with the priests; and when they would

contend that this was the kingdom of the

Devil, I would remark that it must fall;

for a kingdom divided against itself must

fall to pieces.

This is the kingdom which Daniel

spoke of, and I know it; and I know

that there are hundreds and thousands

in these valleys of the mountains that

would lay down their lives before they

would deny one word of the principles

of the Gospel to please anybody. There

are many who would suffer themselves

to be massacred sooner than deny the

word of the Lord; but under all circum-

stances they will testify to the truth.

I want my brethren and sisters to do

right—to live by faith, that they may be

strong and powerful, and have mighty

faith in the Son of God, and power over

our enemies, and strength to overcome

them; and we shall, ere long, become

strong and terrible in the sight of our en-

emies, when the children of Zion shall

return to the land that the Lord has de-

signed for the building up of a temple in

the last days.

I do not wish to take up a great deal of

time; but I do wish to let the people know

that I feel everything is right with us as

a people. I do not say it is so with every

individual; but I know that there are a


