2 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

creation. There is the starting point for us to
look to, in order to understand and be fully
acquainted with the mind, purposes, and de-
crees of the great Eloheim, who sits in yonder
heavens as he did at the creation of this world.
It is necessary for us to have an understand-
ing of God himself in the beginning. If we
start right, it is easy to go right all the time;
but if we start wrong, we may go wrong, and
it will be a hard matter to get right.

There are but a very few beings in the
world who understand rightly the charac-
ter of God. The great majority of mankind
do not comprehend anything, either that
which is past or that which is to come, as
respects their relationship to God. They
do not know, neither do they understand
the nature of that relationship; and, con-
sequently, they know but little above the
brute beast, or more than to eat, drink, and
sleep. This is all man knows about God or
his existence, unless it is given by the inspi-
ration of the Almighty.

If a man learns nothing more than to
eat, drink, and sleep, and does not com-
prehend any of the designs of God, the
beast comprehends the same thing. It eats,
drinks, sleeps, and knows nothing more
about God: yet it knows as much as we,
unless we are able to comprehend by the
inspiration of Almighty God. If men do
not comprehend the character of God,
they do not comprehend themselves. I
want to go back to the beginning, and so
lift your minds into a more lofty sphere
and a more exalted understanding than
what the human mind generally aspires to.

I want to ask this congregation—every
man, woman, and child, to answer the
question in their own heart, what kind
of a being God is? Ask yourselves; turn
your thoughts into your hearts, and say
if any of you have seen, heard, or com-
muned with him. This is a question that
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may occupy your attention for a long time.
I again repeat the question—What kind of
a being is God? Does any man or woman
know? Have any of you seen him, heard
him, or communed with him? Here is
the question that will peradventure from
this time henceforth occupy your atten-
tion. The Scriptures inform us that, “This
is life eternal, that they might know thee
the only true God and Jesus Christ whom
thou hast sent.”

If any man does not know God, and
inquires what kind of a being he is—if he
will search diligently his own heart—if the
declarations of Jesus and the Apostles be
true—he will realize that he has not eter-
nal life; for there can be eternal life on no
other principle.

My first object is to find out the char-
acter of the only wise and true God, and
what kind of a being he is; and if I am so
fortunate as to be the man to comprehend
God, and explain or convey the principles
to your hearts, so that the Spirit seals them
upon you, then let every man and woman
henceforth sit in silence, put their hands
on their mouths, and never lift their hands
or voices or say anything against the man
of God or the servants of God again. But
if I fail to do it, it becomes my duty to
renounce all further pretensions to revela-
tions, inspirations, or to be a Prophet; and
I should be like the rest of the world—a
false teacher, be hailed as a friend, and no
man would seek my life. But if all religious
teachers were honest enough to renounce
their pretensions to godliness, when their
ignorance of the knowledge of God is
made manifest, they will all be as badly
off as I am, at any rate; and you might
just as well take the lives of other false
teachers as that of mine, if [ am false. If
any man is authorized to take away my
life because he thinks and says I am a
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