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false teacher, then, upon the same prin-

ciple, we should be justified in taking

away the life of every false teacher; and

where would be the end of blood? And

who would not be the sufferer?

But meddle not with any man for his

religion; and all governments ought to

permit every man to enjoy his religion

unmolested. No man is authorized to

take away life in consequence of differ-

ence of religion, which all laws and gov-

ernments ought to tolerate and protect,

right or wrong. Every man has a natu-

ral and, in our country, a constitutional

right to be a false prophet as well as a

true prophet. If I show, verily, that I have

the truth of God, and show that ninety-

nine out of every hundred professing re-

ligious ministers are false teachers, hav-

ing no authority, while they pretend to

hold the keys of God's kingdom on earth,

and was to kill them because they are

false teachers, it would deluge the whole

world with blood.

I will prove that the world is wrong,

by showing what God is. I am going to

inquire after God; for I want you all to

know him and to be familiar with him;

and if I can bring you to a knowledge of

him, all persecutions against me ought

to cease. You will then know that I am

his servant; for I speak as one having au-

thority.

I will go back to the beginning, before

the world was, to show what kind of a be-

ing God is. What sort of a being was God

in the beginning? Open your ears and

hear, all ye ends of the earth; for I am

going to prove it to you by the Bible, and

to tell you the designs of God in relation

to the human race, and why he interferes

with the affairs of man.

God himself was once as we are

now, and is an exalted Man, and sits

enthroned in yonder heavens. That

is the great secret. If the veil was

rent today, and the great God who

holds this world in its orbit, and who

upholds all worlds and all things by his

power, was to make himself visible—I

say, if you were to see him today, you

would see him like a man in form—like

yourselves, in all the person, image, and

very form as a man; for Adam was cre-

ated in the very fashion, image, and like-

ness of God, and received instruction

from, and walked, talked, and conversed

with him, as one man talks and com-

munes with another.

In order to understand the subject of

the dead, for the consolation of those who

mourn for the loss of their friends, it

is necessary that we should understand

the character and being of God, and how

he came to be so; for I am going to tell

you how God came to be God. We have

imagined and supposed that God was

God from all eternity, I will refute that

idea, and will take away and do away the

veil, so that you may see.

These are incomprehensible ideas to

some; but they are simple. It is the

first principle of the Gospel to know for

a certainty the character of God and to

know that we may converse with him

as one man converses with another, and

that he was once a man like us; yea,

that God himself, the Father of us all,

dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus

Christ himself did; and I will show it

from the Bible. I wish I was in a suit-

able place to tell it, and that I had the

trump of an archangel, so that I could

tell the story in such a manner that per-

secution would cease forever. What did

Jesus say? (Mark it, Elder Rigdon.) The

Scriptures inform us that Jesus said, "As

the Father hath power in himself, even

so hath the Son power"—to do what?

Why, what the Father did. The answer

is obvious—in a manner, to lay down

his body and take it up again. Jesus,

what are you going to do? To lay down

my life, as my Father did, and take it

up again. Do you believe it? If you


