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by them, over fictitious names, no names

at all, and also over their own real

names. But the latter class, not being

fortified with truth and honesty, felt un-

able to endure the just frowns of a com-

munity so belied. They had recourse to

flight; and then told the awful and piti-

ful tale in the States, that they barely

escaped with their lives—a fine cover for

their unrighteous deeds. They hoped

by this feint and hypocritical pretension

to excite public sympathy in their favor,

and to arouse indignation against the

Saints. Jesus spoke plainly of just such

persons, saying: "Ye are they who justify

yourselves before men; but God knoweth

your hearts: for that which is highly es-

teemed among men is an abomination in

the sight of God."

For this very plain preaching, which

they were compelled to hear or hear of,

they threatened us with troops of the

United States; and they left no stone

unturned to excite the Government to

send troops. This idea was a momen-

tary damper upon some spirits; but sober

second thought asked the question—

"Shall I, through fear of an army be-

ing sent here, be guilty of collusion with

sin and of failure to expose and rebuke

it?" The noble-minded and fearless ser-

vants of God said, "No! No!! No!!!"

The work of reformation and purifica-

tion went gloriously on; and by-and-by

the word of assurance and comfort came

to us through our Prophet and Seer—

the fearless Brigham, who dares to do

right—"Sanctify yourselves before me;

put iniquity far from you; assert your

rights, and stand up to them; and be-

hold, and lo! I will fight your battles,

and the children of Zion shall be victo-

rious; and the name of your God shall

be magnified in the eyes of your ene-

mies. Trust in me; be valiant and fear

not, and the kingdom is yours." I may not

repeat the word of the Lord through his

servant verbatim, but give it according

to memory. I am not, however, far wrong.

On the 24th day of July last, rumor

came to us that United States' troops

were actually being fitted out to come

here to chastise us. Just ten years ago

that very day, when the pioneers first en-

tered the valley, brother Brigham said,

in view of the injustice and cruelty in-

flicted upon us by our enemies, "If the

United States will now let this people

alone for ten years to come, we will ask

no odds of them or anyone else but God."

The saying passed out of his mind and

out of the minds of the pioneers who

heard it, until ten years from the very

time, when he and some thousands of

others were in Big Cottonwood Canyon,

celebrating the tenth anniversary of the

Saints' entrance into this valley.

This announcement of troops by the

express brought the saying vividly to

many of the minds of the old pioneers.

No heart appeared sad—no countenance

gloomy; but the lamp of joy was evi-

dently lit in every heart and blazed in

every countenance. We regarded it as

an omen of deliverance by the arm of

the Almighty. From that very hour the

prayers of this entire people, old and

young, male and female, by day and

by night, have been and still are of-

fered up unto the God of heaven, in the

name of his son, Jesus Christ, that the

army sent here by the United States may

never be able to accomplish their de-

sign; for the design of the Government

in sending them, and that, too, upon

evidence known to be incorrect, proved

to us that iniquity was to be sustained

and righteousness suppressed. Will our

prayers be heard and answered? I be-

lieve they will. I do believe that God

is about to come out of his hiding place

and to vex the nation according to his

word through the martyred Joseph. (See

Book of Covenants, second European


