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and a great deal more applicable to our
condition.

In looking at the Epistle to Colonel
Alexander, and considering the important
things said in it, I was particularly struck
with the last words, which compose my
text— “The kingdom of God or nothing.”

In other days, men have had their theo-
ries and their ideas about Christianity,
Paganism, etc., which were referred to this
morning. But we believe in living Priest-
hood—in present revelation—in the
Church and kingdom of God as it now
exists on the earth, as well as in things that
were spoken of by ancient Prophets: conse-
quently we believe in adapting our lives and
actions to the position that we now occupy
as servants of the true and living God—as
God’s representatives on the earth—as those
who are destined to lay the foundation of
that kingdom which shall stand forever.

What is the kingdom of God? This is
a question that is in almost everybody’s
mouth. Every Saint is interested in this
question. We need not go into the non-
sense of sectarianism: we will let it go en-
tirely, hook and line; for we know enough
about it to care nothing about it, nor about
the absurd ideas entertained by sectarians
of the kingdom of God.

The question is, What is the kingdom of
God? How do we stand related to it What is
our position and what are the duties devolv-
ing upon us today, tomorrow, and every day
of our lives, as servants of the living God?

In the Epistle I have referred to, there
is something said about the struggles we
have endured, the privations we have
suffered, the difficulties we have passed
through, the wrongs and indignities that
have been heaped upon us continually,
and the persecutions that have been mul-
tiplied upon us as a people, even from the
day of the organization of this Church
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to the present. There was in it a strong,
marked, and determined expression. It
gave Colonel Alexander and whomsoever
it concerned to understand that it was time
that these things should cease—that this
people as well as every other people should
have their rights, and these rights they were
bent upon having at all events, not fearing
the result—that we, as a people, are deter-
mined to be free; for with us it is—“The
kingdom of God or nothing.”

When we talk about kingdoms, we
talk about governments, rule, authority,
power; for wherever there is a kingdom,
these principles exist to a greater or less
extent. The kingdoms of this world have
their powers, authorities, rule, regulations,
lawgivers, etc., according to the kind of
government they adopt. Hitherto we, as a
people, have been amalgamated to a great
extent with other nations. It is true we
have had a Church government, Church
laws, Church discipline, and by the holy
Priesthood associated with this Church
we have governed the people. Still we have
been subject to another government, pow-
er, and authority, to Gentile rule, Gentile
dominion, Gentile laws, to Gentile usages
and customs, to which we have been will-
ingly subject, so far as they were righteous;
and it was told us by the Lord, that if we
observed the laws of God, we need not
break the laws of the land.

The laws of man we have kept faithfully,
adhering tenaciously to the principles of the
Constitution of the Government, under
which we have lived. We have not trans-
gressed them in one iota, but have main-
tained our relationship honorably with the
nation we have been associated with.

The first thing we did when we came to
this land was to organize a government for
our protection, which was according to the
pattern set us by our neighbors—Oregon, for

5/13/20 8:54 PM



