
instance; then represented our case to the 
United States.

We came out here because we were dis-
franchised, exiled, robbed of our rights as 
American citizens, and forced to wander 
in the wilderness to seek among the sav-
ages of the forest that freedom denied us 
by Christianity. Did we in this transgress 
any laws of the United States, depart from 
any usage, or act contrary to any estab-
lished custom or law of the Government? 
We did not. We applied for the sanction of 
Congress to our doings, and it was a mat-
ter of astonishment and surprise that we 
should take such steps, after the usage we 
had received. Our course was applauded by 
statesmen, senators, members of Congress, 
and the authorities of the United States 
generally; and all our transactions, con-
stitution, and laws were approved gladly, 
considered right, and according to the us-
ages and laws of the United States.

By and by we petitioned for a Territorial 
Government and obtained it. Our enemies 
have all the time been complaining of us 
that we have infringed upon the Con
stitution and laws of the United States. But 
I ask, Wherein have we done it? Who ap-
pointed our Governor? The President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, according to the us-
age which exists, but indeed contrary to any 
right they possessed; still he did it. Who ap-
pointed our Judges, United States Marshal, 
Secretary of State, and Indian Agency? The 
President of the United States.

Has there been another Governor ap-
pointed? I suppose there has; but he has 
not yet been qualified. No man has author-
ity to act in the gubernatorial capacity in 
this Territory at the present time, accord- 
ing to the laws of the United States, but 
Governor Young. No Governor has a  
right to act here, although he may have

been appointed by the President of the 
United States, until he comes here and is 
qualified. No man has ever come yet to 
be qualified, and consequently Governor 
Young stands legitimately in that place.

What law have we transgressed? I have 
tried to find out. We have examined the 
Constitution of the United States and 
the laws pertaining to these matters; and 
if anybody here or elsewhere can point 
out any law that we have transgressed as 
American citizens, they know more about 
it than I have been able to learn; and I 
should like such a person to put me in pos-
session of that information.

What next? Why, on the back of this, 
after lying about us, slandering, abusing, 
and imposing upon us, trampling upon 
our rights, and sending the meanest curses 
among us that ever disgraced the footstool of 
God—men they are ashamed of themselves, 
they have now sent an armed force contrary 
to law and right and to the principles that 
ought to prevail in the United States. They 
have no more right to do this than I have to 
cut any of your throats.

There is no authority guaranteed to the 
President of the United States to perpe-
trate so diabolical an act as the one he has 
engaged in. Why is it that this is done? Is 
it because we are worse than other people? 
No. After raking up everything they could, 
before I left the States, the only thing they 
could find against us as a people was that we 
had burned some books belonging to the 
United States’ Court; and since that I have 
seen published affidavits, totally denying any 
such thing, by the Clerk of that Court.

The President of the United States has 
now taken upon himself the responsibil-
ity of sending into this Territory an armed 
force to trample upon the rights of 100,000 
American freemen, on purpose to sub-
serve a political interest, for the benefit of
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