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blessings? We acknowledge the hand of
God in it. Do we do wrong and receive
chastisement? We acknowledge his hand in
it, and consider it a blessing. Are we in dif-
ficulties? We acknowledge the hand of God
therein, and consider that it is necessary we
should be tried and proved in all things,
that we may be counted worthy to associ-
ate with the intelligences that surround the
throne of God. Do we have prosperity? We
acknowledge the hand of God in it, and
pray him for wisdom to use properly what
he has put in our hands. Do we possess sci-
entific knowledge—knowledge on agricul-
ture or any other kind of knowledge? We
acknowledge his hand in it. Are we here in
these mountains, surrounded, as a people,
by the barriers of the everlasting hills,
brought out from our enemies to inherit
these valleys? We acknowledge the hand of
God in it. Does an army come to make war
on us? We acknowledge the hand of God
in it. We feel that we are in his hands, and
say, “It is the Lord; let him do what see-
meth good unto him, and we will seek to
do what is right on our part.” Have we to
go to war? We will acknowledge the hand
of God in it. If we are told not to kill our
enemies, we will not kill them, but culti-
vate a spirit of meekness and humility, do-
ing what the Priesthood of God dictates—
what the servants of the living God tell us.
In peace and prosperity, war and adversity,
we will lean on the hand of God, and ac-
knowledge it, and say, “Hallelujah! The
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.”

What is it we are seeking to do? Is it to
get a farm, a house, or a possession of any
kind? Who is anxious about such things,
which are here today and gone tomorrow?
They are well enough in their place.

Some of you are tried because you
do not have many things you would
like to have. If you had those things,

JOD Vol 6-LIVE.indd 26

you would not be tried in that point, and it
is therefore necessary you should be placed
in that position. It may be necessary, after
awhile, that you should be tried with more
of the things of this life than you know
what to do with.

With none is the Lord God angry ex-
cept those who do not acknowledge his
hand in all things. What does it matter
whether we are farming, building, plant-
ing, fighting, or anything else, if we are do-
ing as we are told? Who cares? I do not. Let
matters come in whatever way they have a
mind to, it is all right, if we do right.

As eternal beings, associated with eter-
nity that was and with eternity that is to
come—beings that dwelt in eternal light
before we came here, we are now seeking
for salvation, preparing for celestial inheri-
tances in the eternal worlds. This is what
we are after: we are trying to lay a founda-
tion for ourselves, for our progenitors, and
for our posterity, that will endure and ex-
tend while countless ages roll; and we are
taught the principles by which we may ob-
tain this salvation by the holy Priesthood—
by the revelations of God communicated
to us through that Priesthood.

And now, having been forced from the
United States, after having been driven
time and time again from our homes by
our murderous enemies—having fulfilled
all the requirements that God or man could
require of us, and kept every law necessary
for us to observe—after all this, and more,
I say, shall we suffer those poor, miserable,
damned, infernal scoundrels to come here
and infringe upon our sacred rights?

[“NO!” resounded throughout the
Tabernacle, making the walls of the build-
ing tremble.]

NO! It shall be, “The kingdom of
God or nothing” with us. That is my
text, I believe; and we will stick
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