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been for the practice, you and I would not

have been here, would we?

Well, practice makes perfect: it

makes perfect men and perfect Apostles,

and Prophets, and Elders, and Teachers,

and Deacons; and how can you be perfect

without it? It is by our practice and liv-

ing up to our profession that we increase

and grow in grace and in the knowledge

of the truth.

There are a great many things, prob-

ably, that are taught you from this

stand—that is, from individuals. They

are taught to you; and you, probably,

have not got faith and confidence in

them. Well, now, I do not care whether

you have or not: if you will go and do

as you are told, you shall have a knowl-

edge, although you had not a particle of

faith when you began. That is curious re-

ligion; but there is no knowledge on any

other principle, only by obedience.

Some time ago I brought up a fig-

ure. Say I, John, Timothy, Jack, Peter—

I do not care who they are—you go up

above the arsenal and dig a well, and dig

ten or twelve feet, and you shall find a

good spring of water. "Well," says brother

John, "I have no confidence in that, that

there can be water got there, neither

have I any confidence in you as an Apos-

tle." Say I, I do not care whether you

have or not: go and do as I tell you, and

you shall be paid for it. You go and dig a

well, and dig twelve feet, and find a good

spring of water. Now, do you not get the

knowledge of that water without a par-

ticle of faith or confidence? It is in the

works.

Some say, "What is the use of my do-

ing this, or that, or the other thing? I

have no faith in it." I do not care a dime

for your faith. They produce the knowl-

edge; and then, do you not see, knowl-

edge swallows up faith before you ever

had it?

Did you ever know anything to

swallow a thing when it was not?

Yes, the Methodist's God has neither

body, parts, nor passions; and yet they

have swallowed him.

Well, now, this is a kind of curious

doctrine, but it is true doctrine; for I

never knew much faith in exercise in a

man, except that man had good works,

by going and doing as the servants of

God say, to produce faith and knowledge.

Now, I will ask you a question—a

scriptural question. I do not know where

it is. It is in the Bible. I cannot refer

to chapter and verse. I want to refer

you to the case of Naaman, the Assyr-

ian, who was smitten with leprosy. How

much faith had he? He had not a parti-

cle; but his servant, who had faith, pre-

vailed upon him to go down to Jordan.

When the Prophet spoke to him and told

him to go and dip himself seven times,

and he should become whole, he had not

a particle of confidence in it. He went

down with his riches to buy health, but

he could not buy it: he had to do as

the Prophet told him. He went down

and dipped himself seven times and was

healed. Do you not believe, then, he

knew things? Said he, "I know now they

are the men of God. I know now that God

lives, and their words are true; for I did

as they told me, but I had not any confi-

dence in them, and I was healed."

Does not that agree with me? I

merely bring that up that you may not

find fault with my doctrine. Do you not

see that is the principle that we must

be actuated by? I care not whether you

have any faith or not: you go and do

as you are told to do, and that produces

knowledge; and how long will it be be-

fore we shall be presented into the pres-

ence of Jesus Christ, the Son of God? It

will not be but a little while. Now, there

are a great many people, even to this

day, with all the reformation that has

been in our midst, who make a practice

of telling lies. It is impossible for them


