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the man or woman among them that is

to be trusted? If there is here and there

any semblance of goodness or virtue, it

is at once overcome by every fiendish art

in their power. Women are overcome by

sycophants, by those who rule the na-

tion, and those who have power and in-

fluence in the various States, parties,

and religious sects. Man is overcome by

man; they cuddle, and wink, and gam-

ble, and run to and fro in abominations

of every grade, and lift their voices for

and against each other, as did the Paddy

in his petition to the king for an office,

wherein he stated that he would vote for

or against him, fight for him or fight him,

just as he wished it.

Colonel Alexander—probably one of

the best men in the army now near

Bridger ruins, told one of our messen-

gers, when replying to a piece of advice I

had given him to resign his commission

rather than be found operating against

an innocent people, that he was com-

pelled to remain in the army; for, if he

resigned, he knew not how to manage to

sustain his family. He said, "I have no

other means of support: I cannot throw

up my commission, for then I should

have no means to support my wife and

children." As an American, shame and

confusionwould overwhelmme, were I to

even think of trying to sustain my family

by siding with tyranny and oppression.

That is the only circumstance I wish to

name. They are sent ostensibly to civi-

lize this people. But I do not wish to talk

much about such nonsense. The whole

world are wrapt up in the garment of cor-

ruption, confusion, and destruction; and

they are fast making their way down to

hell, while we have the words of eternal

life.

How ought we to live? Look at

yourselves and see whether your faith

is concentrated with those who are ap-

pointed of the Lord to lead you and

have rule over you. See whether all your

desires are one with theirs. If not, it

must come to that point. Let every Saint,

when he prays, ask God for the things

he needs to enable him to promote righ-

teousness on the earth. If you do not

know what to ask for, let me tell you

how to pray. When you pray in secret

or with your families, if you do not know

anything to ask for, submit yourselves to

your Father in heaven and beseech him

to guide you by the inspiration of the

Holy Ghost, and to guide this people, and

dictate the affairs of his kingdom on the

earth, and there leave it. Ask him to put

you just where he wants you, and to tell

you what he wants you to do, and feel

that you are on hand to do it. These are

a few of my reflections upon that point,

and only a very few of them.

Let this people be brought to the

straightforward thread of the Gospel;

and what more have we than what has

been taught us from the beginning of this

work? Nothing. And the only difficulty

there has been is, that we were not pre-

pared to receive it. Do you know how to

direct your own minds? Where is there

an honest man or woman on the face

of this earth—one who has any knowl-

edge of the Supreme Being, any feeling of

the operation of an invisible agency, but

what pleads with that God, whether they

know him or not, to dictate their minds,

affections, and conduct? Where is there

an honest man or woman on the earth,

but what that is their desire?

Many do not know what to pray for.

They need someone to dictate them. Will

the Lord come and personally dictate

them? You know that he will not. Will

he send his holy angels to talk with you?

You could not endure their presence: you

are in a sinful world. What do you need?

That invisible agency, called the Spirit,

to dictate your minds.


