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Through our faith and works they were

saved from death; and many of them

have brought forth sons and daughters

unto God in the valleys of the mountains.

Would they have done this if we had not

stepped forth and manifested our faith

by our works in delivering them from

death?

I think there is a Scripture some-

where that says, "By your works you are

justified;" and again, "Obedience is bet-

ter than sacrifice." It is the works that

God expects. I may have faith as much

as I please, and sit in my house and keep

my boys at home, and exhort this people

to stay at home; but will that hedge off

the way of our enemies? No.

Will our enemies come here? No, ex-

cept we let them. God gives us that priv-

ilege. We have the right to let them in

here or keep them out; and we choose

to keep them out, and we shall do it

by the help of God, and we shall pre-

vail over every nation, tongue, and peo-

ple; and every president, king, governor,

judge, and every Latter-day Saint that

lift their hands against this Church and

kingdom shall be confounded and frus-

trated in their attempts. What! A Saint

do this? Yes, a Saint that turns back

unto the Devil takes into his tabernacle

the worst spirits, which make him many

times worse than he was at the first.

When pigs are washed in soapsuds,

they look clean, and you would think

them almost nice enough to live in

the house; but no sooner have you

washed them than they will go into

the nastiest mudhole they can find and

muddy themselves all over from head to

foot. Now, do they not look worse than

before they were washed? It is just so

with you, when you turn from your righ-

teousness: you are worse than before you

entered into the Church of Christ.

Make your preparations this present

season to go to and cultivate the soil, and

raise everything you can, and then we

shall have plenty. We have done the best

we can; and if our enemies come upon us,

God will throw them into our power, and

they will become subject to us. "Now,"

says the Lord, "Take that spoil and con-

secrate it unto my people." The Lord will

provide for his Saints when necessary,

and in his own way.

Are these things interesting to you,

brethren? They are what you have to

do, every man of you that belongs to the

house of Israel. Are there goats in our

midst? Bless your souls, if there were

not, there would be more diseases than

there now are. It is said that goats, be-

cause of their strong smell, have power

over diseases. Take a little assafoetida

and put it on a child's stomach, and cer-

tain contagious diseases will not come

unto it, probably because the assafoetida

stinks so much worse than anything else.

I do not say there are many goats

now. There is, however, one goat—I do

not know whether it is in the congre-

gation or not. His face is longer than

Lorenzo Dow's; and when you see such a

man as that, you may know who I mean.

Amen.


