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You are acquainted with the history

of the Church, and well know how mat-

ters went on. You know the many tri-

als to which Joseph the Prophet and his

friends were subjected, and the difficul-

ties with which they had to contend. But

was there ever an instance when the en-

emy gained an advantage over the truth

of heaven or thwarted the purposes of

this illiterate young man? No. Did

they not call to their aid all the learn-

ing and craftiness of the world in pro-

portion as the cause he advocated in-

creased? And did they succeed any bet-

ter? When the cause becamemore exten-

sive among men, did opposition succeed

any better than at the commencement?

Not at all.

In process of time, the Elders went

forth preaching this Gospel; and remem-

ber, there were not many learned—not

manymighty that were called, and I may

say, none at all. With the limited abil-

ities they possessed, they went forth to

proclaim a system of truth that laid the

axe at the root of the false religions and

false philosophy of the world; while the

learning, popularity, and resources of the

world were arrayed against us, which we

had to meet; poor and limited in abili-

ties, in learning, and worldly qualifica-

tions, we were despised and regarded as

a set of outcasts.

With all the powerful odds against us,

the truth greatly gained ground. Let me

appeal to the experience of all present,

while I ask you if you have ever known

an instance where a faithful Elder, who

has kept his garments clean and unspot-

ted from the world, has ever been con-

founded while administering the word

of life as proclaimed through that illit-

erate young man, Joseph Smith? To

be sure, a few who may have got the

"big head," or been puffed up in their

own imaginations, have been foiled, or

those who have been in transgression.

God despises a victory gained by such

characters. He will not acknowledge

or own a victory gained in this cause

by a corrupt and wicked member of his

Church. I do not know positively how

that is, however, and I will not stop to

investigate it. Suffice it to say, it is the

pure in heart that God delights to work

with. Just like any good mechanic, when

he wishes to make a nice piece of work,

he wants tools that are sharp and clean

to do it with. He will not work with dull

and rusty tools to execute a nice job of

work.

So it is with our heavenly Father: al-

though he may use seemingly awkward

instruments, yet they are polished af-

ter his mind and will; and he, being the

master builder, knows what pleases him

best.

Has the greatest champion against

"Mormonism" ever been confident

enough in his own success and triumph

in any debate with the Elders of this

Church to publish his own arguments

with those of his opponent? I do not

know but there have been such in-

stances, but not one now occurs to my

mind; while, on the other hand, our

faithful Elders have not been afraid or

ashamed to publish both sides of the

question for all eyes to look upon.

Often we have seen pieces in pub-

lic journals, and also books published

against us in burning zeal, and flaming

with vengeance against us, and seem-

ingly calculated to overthrow us, ex-

posing what they called the wickedness

of the "Mormons," beguiling and dup-

ing their hearers with cunningly devised

falsehoods. Very many cases of this kind

we have seen, and have also seen their

end. The Almighty has put his hand over

them, and they have sunk so low that

the strongest prejudiced hand against us

will not now reach down to bring them

up. Their power has become weakness,

and their influence is blasted forever by

the breath of the Almighty.


