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"Ah!" said he, "Another such victory

would entirely ruin me."

Sometimes victory is worse than de-

feat. I consider that the defeat the Saints

have suffered is tantamount to victory,

and better than victory, because we have

come to a place which the Lord wanted

us to occupy.

We say, against all the learning, sci-

ence, skill, talent, &c., of this world,

which were arrayed against us, making

the odds almost enough to discourage

any people but the Latter-day Saints, We

have prevailed; and when they come to

force of arms, this must also be over-

come. They will use the force of arms; for,

say they, "The 'Mormons' must be over-

come, or they will take away our place

and nation, and we shall be overthrown,

and there will be no stopping these peo-

ple, if we let them go on any further."

And some think it has gone so far now

that they cannot stop it. I endorse the

sentiment. They have let it go too long

for their purpose.

I believe, when the Almighty con-

ceives a work to do, he will carry it

through in some way or shape. Behold,

we are here, a little people collected to-

gether in the mountains, and are short of

the munitions of war, while on the other

hand the whole world is full of them.

We are short of clothing, but tolerably

plenty of food. And then look at the ter-

rible odds that is arrayed against us. See

their thousands of well-trained troops

and the millions of money at their com-

mand. They can bring any sized army

into the field, all armed and equipped

with a splendid outfit. This is a power-

ful odds against us.

The science of war has been studied

by them from the beginning. They have

kept a school at West Point, in which

they have trained and qualified their of-

ficers to take command, and they are

schooled in all the tactics of modern war-

fare, except ours.

At the call of the President of the

United States, there are thousands who

will enroll as volunteers, and will be

all armed and equipped, with money in

their pockets and grub in their sacks,

and no end to it either.

Are all these any worse for us to over-

come, in our present condition, than it

was to overcome the learning, strength,

and moral influence and power that were

arrayed against us when we were but

a handful, and called to go and preach

the welcome message of the Gospel? Is

the odds any greater? I say not. The

God who taught and sustained us in pro-

claiming this Gospel in its simplicity will

also sustain us in whatever opposition

may arise against us, provided we have

the Spirit of God in our hearts. When we

went to preach the Gospel, and had the

Spirit of God in our hearts, and were not

in transgression, we could handle them

without mittens, because the Lord was

with us.

Just so sure as we as a people are

pure and undefiled before God our heav-

enly Father, there is no power that can

prevail against us. I do not care if they

have all the paraphernalia of war the

world can produce, the Almighty has got

weapons of warfare they never thought

of, and means of defense for his peo-

ple, and he delights to throw his shield

over those who serve him and keep his

commandments. The odds may appear

against us in the eyes of the world; but

when we contemplate that God is for us,

and that all the holy angels in heaven

are enlisted in our behalf, and we have

purity, and sincerity, and truth in our

hearts, these are bulwarks which they

cannot scale. God grant that we may be

shielded with this kind of armor!

I want now to speak in relation to

a few things that pertain more partic-

ularly to individuals. You know, to be

honest, when there is no temptation

to be otherwise, is no particular credit


