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I can say for one, that that is a beautiful
hymn which brother Dunbar has just sung:
[“DEsERET, dedicated to Governor Young
by W. W. Phelps.”] And what has been
said today by brothers Albert Carrington
and George D. Grant is good, and their
words, as far as | have heard, are salvation
to all who hear and practice, because they
are true.

You all the time hear me talking about
truth. Truth is light, and light is life. If
these principles are cultivated by us, with
our families, what is there to hinder us
from walking into the presence of God, or
into the presence of those who stand be-
tween us and him? I do not believe that we
can emerge right into the presence of God,
although we may see him, not in the flesh,
but we can in the Spirit, if he touches the
eyes of our understanding; but we cannot
see him with these bodies of flesh. Joseph
always told us that we would have to pass
by sentinels that are placed between us and
our Father and God. Then, of course, we
are conducted along from this probation to
other probations, or from one dispensation
to another, by those who conducted those
dispensations.

If we are, as some are, guilty of
doing wrong, and treasuring up and
practicing principles that lead to
death, we cannot attain to principles
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of exaltation. It is for me to do right and
to do as I am told. Still, when brother
Brigham tells me to do a thing, I may have
that in me that would equivocate and say,
“Will not such and such a thing do bet-
ter?” I know he is interrupted in that way
continually. Supposing I say, “Yes, that is
true,” when he speaks, and every man in
Israel says the same, what has the Devil to
do with us then? As brother Brigham says,
“The Devil can do no more than stand and
grin at us.” For a man or woman to try to
frustrate his purposes is not true philoso-
phy, but it is the Devil in our camp. He
says the enemies on our borders cannot
come in here, and I say the same.

Good works produce good faith, and
faith without works is dead. Do not tell
me about your faith, when you have not a
particle of works with it: it is all of no ac-
count. Our works must be good: they must
be confined to truth and the knowledge of
God; and how can you get that knowledge
without good works? Such doctrine as this
is according to the words which God has
given to his servants, ancient and modern.

When the Lord spoke through
Joseph Smith, it was “the word of
the Lord to my servant Orson, to my
servant W. W. Phelps, or to my ser-
vant Oliver: Go and do thus and so,
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