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they sent here for? To destroy us—to kill

your leaders—to kill the Prophets, Apos-

tles, and Patriarchs, with every man and

woman that will sustain those men.

I have seen the day when it was as

much as our lives were worth to sus-

tain Joseph Smith—the apostates were

so thick around us, and persecution was

so great. The day was when brother

Brigham was the only Apostle on the

earth, with the exception of Joseph, and

Sidney, and Hyrum, that could say to

brother Heber, Go, and you shall be

blessed. I am reckoning brother Hyde

with us, for he went with me on that

mission to England. In connection with

brother Joseph, brother Hyrum, and

brother Sidney, brother Brigham said,

"Go, brother Heber, and in the name of

Israel's God you shall be blessed, and it

shall prove the salvation of thousands."

John Boynton, one of the Twelve,

came to me and said, "If you are such a

damned fool as to listen to Joseph Smith,

the fallen Prophet, and go to England

under these perilous circumstances, if I

knew you were shipwrecked on Van Die-

man's Land I would not assist you to get

you from that land."

I will speak to Lyman Johnson's

credit: I will give every man credit for

the good he does. Lyman Johnson steps

up and says, "Brother Heber, I do not feel

so. I am sorry you are going, and con-

sider you are foolish; but if you are deter-

mined to go, I will help you all that is in

my power;" and he took from his shoul-

ders a good, nice camlet cloak and put it

onto mine; and that was the first cloak

I ever had. This was in the month of

June, 1837. [Voice: "He shall be blessed

for that."]

I was then destitute of the com-

forts of life, and that cloak I wore

three times across the sea, and Par-

ley P. Pratt wore it four times; and in

all it crossed the sea seven times. It

seemed as though it would never wear

out.

Those circumstances were the most

trying circumstances that ever I was

brought into. Joseph had to flee from

that land to save his body from being

slain, and so had brother Brigham and

every other man who would sustain the

Prophet, the apostasy was so great; and

they were most hellish in their wicked-

ness.

I went and performed the mission

according to the words of the Prophet

of the living God, and was gone eleven

months and two days from Kirtland, be-

ing on that land eight months and two

days, in which time there were about

two thousand souls added to the Church

and kingdom of God, with the help of El-

ders Willard Richards, Orson Hyde, and

Joseph Fielding.

When I came back from England

there were but a few left in Kirtland.

There was one little society of men that

pretended to take the lead and oversight

of the people, and they were guided by a

peep stone.

God had blessed and prospered me

exceedingly, and the words of Joseph,

Hyrum, Sidney, and Brigham were all

fulfilled to the letter, which you all know.

I was poor and weak, and did not know

but a little in regard to this work in the

latter days. My knowledge was in pro-

portion to my experience. At the same

time, I knew enough, by the help of the

Holy Ghost, to confound the wise and to

bring to naught the foolish things of this

world. God has taken just such weak in-

struments as myself to bring to pass his

great purposes. And you need not find

fault with them: if you do, you find fault

with God, who sent them.

Now, I will tell you what I am go-

ing to do. I have heard my leader ex-

press himself, and I am going to do as

near like him as possible. I am go-

ing to do what is right, whether you

like it or not; for I would rather have

the favor of my leader, and Joseph,


