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not. Get out of my way, you poor stink-

ing curses that would pursue a course

contrary to the word of the living God!

I am at war with such spirits. I want

to know how we can be one, unless we

are one with the head? When the head

speaks, let every man and woman listen

and obey.

I do not care so much about the

women obeying as I do the men. I am not

talking about them, but you, Elders of Is-

rael, that have the Priesthood. Women

have not a particle of Priesthood, only

what they hold in connection with their

husbands; neither have the men, except

that which they hold in connection with

those who hold the keys of the kingdom

at headquarters. Do not step out on one

side and say you have Priesthood inde-

pendent. You have not a particle in that

way. I was ordained to be an Apostle

under the hands of Oliver, and David,

and Martin; and then it was confirmed

by Joseph of the First Presidency. Now,

I want to know what authority of Priest-

hood I have, only as I act in concert with

those who gave it to me? They are God's

agents and had power to ordain me.

Brother Brigham is my head; there-

fore that power is all in him. I act in one-

ness with him in all things, and sanction

his purposes; and in so doing I sanction

the purposes of God, of angels, and all

heavenly beings. But, let me turn away

and be independent of him, and where

is my Priesthood, or where is my author-

ity?

What power has one of my wives to

act independently of me? She has not a

particle of power. She must act in con-

nection with me, as I do with my head,

or the limb acts in connection with the

tree from which it springs. You see dead

limbs on trees. Will they ever come to

life again, after they are dead? No. They

must be cut off and thrown back into the

earth, to return back to their mother ele-

ment, and become again quickened by

the law they were ordained to keep; and

if they are not quickened by that power,

they will never be restored again to that

tree. No more will you. You have got

to keep that law pertaining to that tree,

limb, or government, or you will never

be restored again—never, no never, while

the earth stands.

Will any man ever be redeemed upon

any other principle than what we are re-

deemed upon? No. Men must abide the

same law, or God Almighty will never re-

deem them. If they violate that law, they

bring damnation upon themselves, and

must suffer the consequences of it. Still,

I believe the greater part of the inhabi-

tants of the earth will be redeemed; yea,

all will be finally redeemed, except those

who have sinned against the Holy Ghost

or shed innocent blood; and they never

can be redeemed until that debt is paid.

And I do not know any way for them

to pay it, unless they are brought back

again to a mortal existence, and pay the

debt where they contracted it.

God will make every man pay off the

debt he contracts; for a restoration must

take place, which has been spoken of by

the mouth of all the holy Prophets since

the world began.

When a man breaks a law of God, he

must pay that debt, unless God forgives

him; and he has a right to do that, the

same as I have. Still, my forgiving him

does not pay the debt; for if he has stolen

ten dollars from me, and he comes to me

and asks my pardon for stealing the ten

dollars, I forgive him. But does that re-

store the ten dollars of stolen money?

How does it look for a man holding

the Priesthood to be dishonest? When

a man is employed by me, he has no

business to meddle with a thing, un-

less I tell him to. Still, he may do

many good things I do not tell him

to do. God says he is not pleased


