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They will try every possible means they are
masters of to draw us aside from the path
of righteousness.

Do you not think that we need to watch
and pray continually—that we need all the
time to keep a guard over ourselves, that
we may preserve ourselves in the love of
the truth? We do. It should be our con-
stant study to guard ourselves on every
side against every attack of the enemy of all
righteousness.

Cease looking at others. Cease to judge
each other. Go into a family where there
are two women belonging to one man,
and from that to as many as you can find,
and you will soon learn that almost every
woman can judge all the family but herself;
and that she thinks that whatever she does
is just right: she would not do a wrong for
the world. Then go to the next woman that
was said to be so out of the way, and with
her it is, “I am exactly right, and the other
is wrong.” They do not rightly look at their
own failings, views, and passions. If they
were all capable of straightening themselves,
they would not come in collision with each
other, but would all conclude to walk to-
gether in the straight and narrow path,
whereas now they are at times almost dia-
metrically opposed to each other. Is that the
case? Judge ye for yourselves. That is not
the case with every family, to my certain
knowledge; but it is so with too many. It is
just so with the brethren. You find more or
less of the same difficulty everywhere you
go. It is, “I am right, and you are wrong.”

You have been taught the standard of
right. Now subdue your rebellious passions,
dismiss everything that you know or con-
sider to be wrong, and embrace that which
is better. Get wisdom and all the light
you possibly can, and never live another
twenty-four hours without the Holy Spirit
of the Lord, and that will give you joy,
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peace, comfort, light, and intelligence,
by which you can grow in grace and in
the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
I cannot reach these attainments, neither
can you, only by the light and intelligence
which flow from heaven. You may say,
“Brother Brigham, you are like the rest of
us: we see our faults, but we do not like to
acknowledge them; we like to have them
covered up and kept out of the sight of our
neighbors.” If you find a secret fault, dis-
miss it secretly. Let your faults go behind
you; turn them overboard, and forever dis-
own them. If no person but yourselves has
seen your faults, you are blessed. You may
then get rid of them without their being
made manifest to others.

If men and women, and more especially
women, for they love chit-chat, when they
feel in any way bad, or a little cross, or feel
as though somebody is out of the way, and
feel like finding fault with their neighbor
and exposing this one’s fault and the other
one’s fault, would only be as secret on the
faults of others as they are on their own,
it would be beneficial to their welfare and
that of their neighbors. When a person
opens his mouth, no matter what he talks
about, to a person of quick discernment,
he will disclose more or less of his true sen-
timents. You cannot hide the heart, when
the mouth is open. If you want to keep
your heart secret, keep your mouth shut.

Some say, “I feel as though I must boil
over, and I must talk to relieve myself.”
All hell is boiling over; but does that make
it any better? No. If you let your tongue
run, and it scatters the poison that is in
you, it sets the whole being on fire. The
Apostle James says, “And the tongue is a
fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue
among our members, that it defileth the
whole body, and setteth on fire the course
of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.” And

5/13/20 8:54 PM



