
I can say, my brethren and sisters, in 
truth to my own feelings, that I have been 
gratified today in what I have heard. I have 
been edified; and, what is more, I feel that 
there is only one great reason why we do 
not realize more fully the blessings that 
would accrue to us, if we were sufficiently 
faithful, or as faithful as we might be to the 
principles inculcated in the remarks that 
have been made; and that reason is, we do 
not, to the extent that we might, “live our 
religion.”

We are not as perfectly united as we 
might be. I think that this is true. It is as 
certainly true as it is true that, if we could 
keep the law of God perfectly, we should 
realize a corresponding degree of happi-
ness, peace, and affection in everything 
that should be made the subject of con-
versation or of thought, or that should be-
come a matter of principle with the people. 
It is for us to cultivate that principle within 
us that should unite us together—that 
should cause our affections to be one, our 
feelings to be one, our interests to be one; 
for in this is our strength.

It may be truly said of us, as it is  
in the world, that we are united; and  
they say all the time that, whatever  
our leaders say or propose, we all go  
to work and sustain them therein. I

would to God that it was true to a greater 
extent even than that to which our enemies 
may consider it to be true.

When we are compared with other 
communities in the world, it might be 
said of us that we are a united and happy 
people, for we enjoy a degree of union and 
the blessings resulting from that union that 
other communities do not enjoy. But this 
does not show that we do not fall far short 
of the perfect union that should cement 
the Saints of the Most High together.

If we could discover and be made sen-
sible of any means by which we could 
become more perfectly united—more 
perfectly one, that would be a matter of 
importance to us. It would be of value to 
us, as it would lay a foundation with us for 
an increase of our intelligence; it would in-
crease our chances of success—our chances 
of victory in the great struggle with the en-
emies of our God—with our foes within 
and our foes without. If we could but cul-
tivate these principles with all our hearts, 
with all our faith, with all our souls, then 
our struggles would be barely begun when 
we should be able to rejoice in the enjoy-
ment of victory.

“Well,” says one, “If we are influ- 
enced by the same Spirit—if we all
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