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have need to tell us of our diversity of

sentiment and feelings. There should ex-

ist among us a perfect unanimity of feel-

ing.

If we wait for the Spirit of God to do

everything, what are we doing the while?

We are idling away our time; we are ne-

glecting to use the means placed within

our reach for our benefit and improve-

ment. God has raised up in his Church

Apostles, Prophets, and Teachers—for

what purpose? Simply that you might

be instructed—simply that you might be

taught and brought to the knowledge

of the truth. What truth? Why, the

same truth the Apostles and Prophets

understand—the same truths that the

Seventies, High Priests, Elders, and the

servants of God comprehend. It is to

bring you to the same inspiration—to the

knowledge of God, which is eternal life.

This is all the purpose that is to be

accomplished in all this labor. It is the

object of these ordinances, the institu-

tions of heaven, to bring us from our ig-

norance, our want of knowledge, our lack

of understanding, to a comprehension of

the truth; and when we are brought to

that point and place, no matter if we

are counted by thousands and tens of

thousands, the blessings of the Gospel

are ours, if we are united; for we all oc-

cupy the same ground, we understand

the same truth, and we are all in the

same relationship with truth and with

God, which make us one. It causes us to

feel alike, to think alike, and to act alike.

If this is the case when we pour out

our supplications to the heavens, what

will be the character of those supplica-

tions? They will all be marked with the

same consistency: the same understand-

ing of the truth will dictate them. Our

will will simply be the will of our Pres-

ident. Well, then, what will we pray

for? We will pray for nothing but what

will subserve the cause of righteous-

ness; we will ask for nothing but what

is consistent with the principles of truth

and our own advancement in the com-

prehension of those principles. Would we

ask for anything that the heavens would

deny? No, we would not. Would our

prayers ascend up without hindrance?

Yes, they would. For what reason? Be-

cause they were marked with union,

with truth, with consistency, and righ-

teousness; consequently, they must be

acceptable unto our heavenly Father.

What is the reason our prayers are

not all answered? The reason is sim-

ply because we ask for things that our

Father in his wisdom knows would do

us no good. They are not answered, be-

cause we should cause our Father to de-

feat himself, if he were obliged to answer

all our petitions, all our prayers and sup-

plications. To have our prayers accept-

able, they must be consistent; we must

ask for nothing but what is pleasing in

his sight, in order that our Father may

hear and answer our prayers; and in this

way we receive that for which we ask.

Now, to gain this point, it is desirable,

because of the advantages that we shall

secure when it is once gained.

It is possible that it may be the case

that some may think there are other

matters of greater importance to us and

that should possess a higher interest to

us than for us simply to become united

through the truth. But if there is any-

thing of greater importance, it is some-

thing that I do not know—that I have not

learned. Victory has been promised unto

us, upon the condition that we do right.

If there are any things connected

with our present circumstances that

are, to some, more than usually alarm-

ing or exciting, I do not know any

good reason why they should be so;

for if the work with which we are

connected is the work of God, as we

feel, and as most of us are often


