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Apostle’s maxim—“We have also a more
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn
and the day star arise in your hearts.” (2nd
Peter, chap. i. 19.)

Listen to and carry out the instructions
of brother Brigham, of brother Heber, and
of all that speak the words of life and salva-
tion unto you. If they tell you to go home
and cultivate peace in your family, go and
do it; and if they tell you to go home and
cease your stealing, go home and be hon-
est, and quit your stealing.

This is the way to be united; and if you
will be honest and united, you will get the
Spirit of God; and the more you have of
the Spirit of God, the better you feel and
the better you will act. Talk about people
feeling well that act as mean as the Devil!
It is nonsense. Does a man or woman
feel well that will steal, that will traduce a
friend, speak evil of a neighbor, and seek
to stir up strife? No; they cannot. Does an
individual feel well that will lie and cher-
ish opposition to the advice, the coun-
sel, and instruction that is given us from
the Prophets that God has placed in his
Church to rule and dictate us? If I were
to judge others as I feel myself, I would
judge that they could not feel well. Why?
Because I feel well in acting with them—in
saying amen to what they say. I feel and
find the happiness that I enjoy by doing
this, and no man or woman can find hap-
piness in pursuing an opposite course; and
if you are unbelieving, it is because you do
not comprehend the truth with all your
hearts—you do not understand it.

Well, how are you going to get
better? Why, commence to do better.
If you have indulged in lying, you know
it is a sin; therefore, cease your lying.
If you have stolen, quit it, and
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die unto sin. The reason you do not dwell
in the life of righteousness is because you
are not yet dead unto sin: the reason you
do not live is because you are not dead;
you are neither living nor dead.

You are instructed to pursue one course,
and you will take another: you are in-
structed to subject yourselves to the will of
Heaven, and you are all the time imagin-
ing and thinking, and something is in your
minds that unsettles your faith and divides
your affections. Hence, you do not enjoy
the Spirit of truth to the extent that you
would, if you would subject yourselves to
the will of Heaven. Do as the men do who
instruct you and lead you, and do it with
your whole hearts. As the President said in
reference to praying, do not hunt up any
sentiments in your own souls; do not hunt
up something to pray for when another
is praying; but listen to the man who is
mouth, and pray as he prays, and let your
whole soul go out in the energy of his ex-
pression. Then what will be the result? You
will become imbued with the same energy
that he has; and if he feels well and is right,
you will feel well.

Take this course, and the fountain of
knowledge and eternal life will by and by
be established within you. This is what
we are seeking for. It is the rich boon of
heaven that we are striving for; and why
is it that we do not get it? It is here; it is
all around us. We can look—we can travel
to the place where it is. Why do we not
enjoy it? Simply because you will not en-
joy it. This is all the reason. How much
do you enjoy? Why, all that you are willing
and capable of enjoying—all that you pre-
pare yourselves to enjoy—just all that you
render yourselves worthy of in the sight of
God; and if you would enjoy more, live
better—apply your minds closer and closer
to the principles of the Gospel.
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