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into a desert, surrounded by mountains,

in the midst of sage plains, where noth-

ing could be raised except by artificial ir-

rigation.

We were willing to come here, sim-

ply because we were forced to go some-

where where we could enjoy our reli-

gion, which we could not do where we

were. This is the principle that brought

us here. This is the reason that we were

willing to forego the ten thousand com-

forts that could surround us in the world,

and come and turn the wilderness into a

fruitful field. Of necessity, I say, we came

here willingly, because we were forced to.

There was no place else for the Apostles

and Prophets to go to.

We petitioned the several States and

also the United States for an asylum

where we could enjoy ourselves; and all

our petitions were answered with cold-

ness and indifference, and there was not

a place in the United States where a man

that professed to be a Latter-day Saint

could have peace. There was nothing but

to be mobbed, driven, his houses burned,

wherever he might be; and no governor,

no legislature, no authority would ex-

tend any better prospect than the repeti-

tion of the murder, robberies, and perse-

cution we had suffered in Missouri, and

that we were then enduring in Illinois.

Under these circumstances we came

here, and silently and quietly con-

tinued coming away from every part

of the Union, and our friends from

other nations flocked here from var-

ious parts, until we had conquered

the desert, and turned the mountain

streams, and caused vegetation to grow,

and produced grain of considerable va-

riety and of excellent quality. We had

begun to make ourselves comfortable,

and we had the prospect of peace, as

there was nobody upon the face of the

earth that would have inhabited this

sterile country—a thousand miles from

civilized society, where there were no

inhabitants but a few naked, savage

Indians, whom we cared for and be-

friended.

The gold fever broke out, and thou-

sands of the gold miners from all nations

passed through our settlements. We fed

them, for they came here naked and des-

titute, and we enabled them to proceed

on their way, or they would have starved

to death in the desert. But although we

did this, scarcely an individual desired to

stay in this barren country. They could

look around and then say, "You are a

pack of damned fools to stay in this bar-

ren desert;" and they would ask, "Why do

you stay here in such a barren country?"

It was for something more precious than

gold: it was for the privilege of worship-

ping God under our own vine; and it was

with the greatest difficulty that we could

raise a vine to worship under, and there

was scarcely a tree grew in the valleys.

Here we could worship, and here we re-

main, and what is the result? The mo-

ment that our settlements had extended

far to the south and to the north—the

moment that we were placed in a po-

sition that starvation did not stare us

in the face, and that a man dare eat

as much as his appetite craved, without

thinking that he would have to go with-

out tomorrow, that moment the great na-

tion, of which we are a part, rich in gold

and silver, powerful in numbers, wealth,

and learning, place themselves in a po-

sition to annihilate us, to drive us from

our homes in the fastnesses of the moun-

tains.

Now, my brethren and sisters, we

remember that all good governments

are by the consent of the governed;

we remember the old principle that al-

legiance is the thread which ties the

subject to the governor; we remem-

ber the thread which ties the subject

to the Government, and for which the

Government owes the subject protec-

tion. I ask, Did the Government of


