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REMARKS BY ELDER ERASTUS SNOW, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,
GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, NOVEMBER 29, 1857
Reported by G. D. Watt

I am satisfied that that portion of the
citizens of Utah who first sought out this
mountain retreat have seen and expe-
rienced enough of the actions of State
Governments and of our National Govern-
ment—have suffered enough at the hands
of officers of State, and by the treatment
they have received from mobs organized to
operate against them, independent of all
law, or nominally under the color of law,
to discern clearly the tendency of that spir-
it which pervades this people and the spirit
of opposition which pervades our enemies.

The unbelieving world, which have re-
jected the Gospel revealed unto us, and a
large portion of this people—those who
have immigrated to this Territory within
a few years past, have not had the benefit
of the experience which the minor por-
tion of this people have had; consequent-
ly, they have not had forced upon them
that series of reflections so well calculated
to mature their minds and enable them
to contemplate with great precision the
final result of all efforts brought to bear
against us by our enemies for the over-
throw of the work of God in the last days.
I presume there is not one of the early
members of the Church but what fully
anticipated the crisis which has now come
upon us. The spirit of prophecy and reve-
lation has been in the midst of this people
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from the beginning, and has continually
foretold this event; and one who was no
more than the son of a Prophet, with the
benefit of past experience and an observa-
tion of the spirit of this people and that of
our enemies, could not fail to see that such
must be the result, sooner or later.

At every step this kingdom has ad-
vanced, the opposition of the ungodly has
also advanced. Their hate of the truth has
never been laid by. It has seemed to slum-
ber at times, only to wake up with renewed
vigor and fresh determination and strength
to operate against the truth; while on the
other hand the Lord has given this people
seasons of rest, that they might take breath
and have an opportunity of sending their
missionaries to preach the Gospel, that the
honest in heart might be gathered out from
among the wicked, who are struggling to
crush out of existence the last vestige of
truth and righteousness upon the earth.

That portion of the citizens of this
Territory who were personally acquaint-
ed with the history of this Church and
with the Prophet Joseph Smith in his last
years are now able to view, in the present
movement of the United States troops, in
the measures of the General Government
and Governmental officials, and in the
spirit of the people at large, an attempt
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