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the people, "If you wish to do wickedly—

to oppress each other—to bite and de-

vour each other—if it is your nature

to gouge out your neighbor's eyes, to

purloin his property, seduce his wife

and daughters—in fine, if you wish to

practice wickedness and abomination af-

ter the order of the Gentile world from

which you have been gathered, retire

from the midst of the Saints, return to

the hole from whence you have been dug,

and wallow again in the filthiness from

whence you have been taken, and not at-

tempt to carry on your wickedness in the

midst of this people, who love righteous-

ness and desire to put away all unholi-

ness from them." This is the only oppres-

sion which any individual has been able

to complain of, in truth and justice, in the

midst of this community.

"Mormonism" does not coerce, but all

the time persuades, teaches, enlightens,

instructs, and invites by the beauty, ex-

cellence, and virtue of those holy prin-

ciples which God has revealed to us,

gradually drawing the people together,

cementing their feelings, and bringing

them, by common consent, to act upon

the principles of truth and righteous-

ness.

There is but one alternative for this

people: it is our religion, our God, our

liberty, or slavery, the Devil, and death.

There is no drawing back. The wedge

has been entered. Our God has led us

forth and directed our course from the

beginning to the present hour. "Shall

I cause to come to the birth," saith the

Lord, "and not bring forth?" No. Al-

though the woman in travail and in

pain to be delivered suffers anxiety, min-

gled with fear, yet soon her sorrow

is forgotten, for joy that a man child is

born into the world. So it will be with

this people, and our enemies cannot hin-

der it. The Devil and all the hosts of hell

cannot prevent the consummation of the

desired object that God has in view.

The kingdom of God is established, no

more to be thrown down; and in it we

shall live and reign, and every righteous

man and woman who love God and his

truth more than their own lives and the

treasures of this world shall be exalted

in the kingdom of God: they shall see

the triumph of truth and righteousness,

and the kingdom of God shining on the

earth as the sun in the firmament. But

the time will come when the fainthearted

and the wicked, whose knees tremble

and who cannot endure the contradiction

of the ungodly world, and choose rather

to hide their heads and retire, making

lies their refuge, will lift up their eyes

in hell, being in torment: they will look

back, and they will try to repent as it

were in sackcloth and ashes: they will

seek repentance carefully with tears, but

will not find it, because there will be no

chance left for them to regain what they

have lost. If the Lord has compassion

upon them and hears their cries, their

weeping, and their bitter lamentation in

the day of their degradation and misery,

it will be to give them the privilege of be-

coming, in a future day, the servants of

those who maintained their integrity.

The state of my lungs is such that I

shall be under the necessity of closing. I

pray to God to bless all Israel and help us

to keep our covenants to the end. Amen.


