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When we have done all this, shall we

put it in the ground? No. Put it in your

granaries, and have it ready for caching.

We shall not cache our substance until it

is considered necessary.

It is the duty of the Bishops to plan

for the people in their Wards. Let ev-

ery Bishop take a course to design for his

people. This is the way for them to do,

and this is their calling; and in so doing

they will be blest, and this whole people

will be sustained, and God will bless us

and will hold our enemies; yes, he will

hold them a great deal easier and far

more secure than you can hold a horse

with the Spanish bits. He is not going

to let this people be overcome, if we do

as we are told from time to time. Let us

do as we have been told here today—lay

aside our foolishness, our vanity, and bad

habits, and I just know that all will be

well.

Suppose I yield to the practice of

drinking liquor, one draught gives me a

greater thirst for another; my appetite

increases as I nourish it, till by-and-by,

I will want it regularly, and I am finally

overcome. Let a man do an evil today,

and the temptation will be stronger for

him to do it tomorrow.

Brethren, let us take a course to keep

the commandments of God, and do just

as we are told from this time henceforth,

and never cease our operations in every-

thing that is good. Never let us cease

our mechanical operations, and let us be

diligent in cultivating the earth and ac-

cumulating everything we can think of

that will be useful. If you will take this

course, you will not be obliged to put for

the mountains next year, nor the year af-

ter, and so on, if we will do exactly right.

I would prefer to go into the moun-

tains, and see my family go there, and

live on roots, wearing sheepskins, and

goatskins, and dwelling in tents and

caves, as the ancient Apostles did, rather

than to see the troops of the United

States come into this Valley, and to suf-

fer, and see the sufferings of this people,

as we have hitherto. [The congregation

responded, Amen.] I have seen myself,

with many of this people, broken up and

driven five times, and robbed and plun-

dered; and they have suffered in such a

manner as I never want to see them suf-

fer again.

I calculate, by the help of God, to do

as I am told, to make preparations for

peace and for war, for plenty, for hard

times, and for every emergency—to arm

myself and my sons with the armor of

peace and righteousness, and then with

the armor of death, and to carry the

means of self-defense in one hand, and

cultivate the earth with the other, and

having the righteousness of Christ in my

heart, and execute righteousness with

the sword of the Spirit, temporally and

spiritually.

Now, here is peace, here is prosper-

ity, here is happiness, here is life, here

is repentance, and baptism for the re-

mission of sins, and the way to obtain

eternal lives. Accept of it, if you please;

and if you will not, you will suffer the

consequences. I intend to take the right

course, and to help to arm my boys and

my brethren, and to do the best that I

can for the welfare of the house of Israel.

You probably recollect what Jesus

said to his disciples when Peter took up

the sword and cut off the fellow's ear: he

designed to cut off his head, but missed

it. Jesus said, "Those that take up the

sword shall perish by the sword. If my

kingdom was of this world, then my ser-

vants would fight." Let me tell you, the

kingdom that we are in is of this world

and also of the world to come, and will

stand forever; and we will fight, if our en-

emies come upon us to slay us—not only

the men, but the women and the chil-

dren.


