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Well, let us think of these things,

and not get angry. I know that I am

a stronger man when the Spirit of God

is resting upon me than I am at ordi-

nary times; and I know, when I get angry,

that it makes me weak—it takes away

my strength.

This is the way you feel; for that

Spirit makes you mighty and powerful,

and fear leaves you. Fear has torment,

and torment makes a person weak, and

vexes him, and perplexes him, because it

is the principle of death.

Keep the Spirit of the Lord and

learn to govern your tempers, just as a

smith when he goes to work to make a

knife or any other kind of edged tool.

When he takes it from the fire, he almost

always makes it harder than he wants

it; and then he has to take the temper

down again, until he gets it so that the

edge will bend. It is better to bend than

to break.

Let us make our passions bend, and

become one with our head as every limb

and branch pertaining to a tree becomes

one with its head, and with the roots

from which it springs. God bless you all!

Amen.
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Having been called on this morning

to address you for a short time, I arise

with very great pleasure to do so; for I

always love to meet with the Saints, to

gaze upon them, and to contribute my

mite in offering instructions to them, so

far as the Spirit of the Lord shall give me

utterance. I conceive that, without the

aid of his Holy Spirit, we as Saints can do

very poorly either as speakers or as hear-

ers. For, unless the Spirit of the Lord di-

rects and guides us, we are all of us in

a very poor position indeed. In fact, it is

very difficult for any of us to understand

really and positively what would be for

our best good without its aid. In the

world they know comparatively nothing

about this. They call evil good, and good

evil. They call darkness light, and light

they call darkness.

Mixed up as we have been with

the Gentile world, and having formed

our habits and customs among them—

having been accustomed to feel as they

feel, to reason as they reason, and to as-

sociate with them, it is sometimes very

difficult for us to understand what would

really be for our benefit and advantage,

whether pertaining to this world or to

the world which is to come.

I presume as we obtain more

of the Spirit of God—as we receive

faith and intelligence that flow from

him and the revelations that he im-

parts and will continue to impart


