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and all that are in them, heard I say-

ing, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and

power, be unto him that sitteth upon the

throne, and unto the Lamb forever and

ever."

These are very nice words, and the

prospect is very pleasing indeed. But,

the question is, Can we acknowledge the

hand of God? Can I acknowledge his

dealings with my family? If you reflect

back, some of you were in better circum-

stances than you are now: you were bet-

ter clad and provided for in many re-

spects. While you reflect on this, and

find that you have many hard things to

cope with, can you say, "It is the hand of

God; let him do as seemeth him good?" If

you have to go out into the cold storms

and snow, and if your wives are trou-

bled about it, you sisters, can you say,

"It is the hand of God, and let him do as

seemeth him good?"

Can you feel that you are the chil-

dren of God, associated with his king-

dom, and that it is one thing to talk

about a thing, and another to do it? Can

you feel that you are willing to do your

duties, magnify your callings, submit

to whatever the Lord places upon your

shoulders, and say, "It is the Lord; let

him do what seemeth him good?" If we,

who profess to be Latter-day Saints—we,

who have taken upon us the name of

Christ—we, who have been baptized in

his name for the remission of sins and

had the laying on of hands for the gift

of the Holy Ghost—who have received

our washings, and anointings, and teach-

ings from the mouthpiece of Jehovah—

we, who have lived under the sunshine

of the light and intelligence that flowed

from the mouth of God—if we, who have

partaken of so great and precious priv-

ileges and blessings, cannot do these

things, how long will it be before ev-

ery creature in heaven, on the earth,

and under the earth will be heard to

say, "Blessing, and honor, and glory, and

power, be unto him," &c.? It is necessary

for us to reflect upon these duties and

responsibilities, and try, each one of us,

so to live, act, move, and obey, and so to

fulfil the laws, commandments, and ordi-

nances of God, that in every position we

occupy we shall move along like a well-

organized piece of machinery, or like a

tree whereon every branch, stem, leaf,

twig, and blossom will be found to flour-

ish, that wemay all magnify our God and

flourish before him.

Do you not think the Lord will take

care of his own tree or people? And

do you not think he will do just what

is right? Some of us would have liked

to have killed a lot of those soldiers. I

would, if the Lord had said so; and if he

did not want it, I did not. It is rather a

dirty business anyhow; and if he has a

mind to use some other means and let

them wiggle themselves out their own

way, I have no objections to it. I would

rather go out in the canyon and live on

bread and beef than go to work at killing

men. If the Lord can make use of us in

that way, it is all right.

I do not remember having read in any

history, or had related to me any circum-

stance where an army has been subju-

gated so easily, and their power wasted

away so effectually without bloodshed,

as this in our borders. If this is not the

manifestation of the power of God to us,

I do not know what is. Has any man's

life been lost in it? No—not one. It is

true our brethren have been fired upon;

but their balls failed of doing the injury

that was expected. Our brethren were

told not to retaliate, and they did not do

it. Where is there such a manifestation

of the power of God?

Suppose you or I had had the dic-

tation of this matter, we should have

been firing clear away on the Sweet-

water, and killed a lot of them before

they got here. It was not we, then,


